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Their Main Task 
Is Done 


At the 1948 General Assembly there was talk 
of dissolving the Assembly’s Committee on Co- 
operation and Union, but it was said that their 
main work of drafting a Plan of Union was not 
completed. The Committee was given until March 
1 to complete their drafting. This has now been 
done and the plan as drafted has been given to the 
Church. It would seem then that the main task for 
which the Committee was appointed is finished 
and that the Committee might properly be termi- 
nated with thanks for their labours. 


At the 1948 General Assembly a decision was 
taken looking to the dropping of agitation either 
for or against union, during a period of five years. 
This Five-Year Moratorium is seriously jeopardized 
by the 1949 Report of the Assembly’s Committee 
on Co-operation and Union. As pointed out in 
our last issue, representative writers from each 
of the three viewpoints in our Church recognize 
that the 1949 Report is not a moratorium, but 
continues the agitation for union. In view of this 
experience and of the known position of the ma- 
jority of the Committee it is reasonable to expect 
that the 1950 Report will likewise be in the in- 
terest of union and that the continuance of the 
Assembly’s Committee will make impossible the 
five-year moratorium on this discussion. Since the 
main work of the committee is done and in the 
interest of this truce why not thank the Committee 
for its work and terminate it? —Wm.C.R. 





Three Hunters 


Dr. Thornton Whaling had a good story about 
three hunters. One of them, Mr. Methodius, had 
a big repeating shot gun with which he banged 
all day long. He was not too particular about what 
he shot, but at the end of the day he had a 
good bag of game. Some called him a pot hunter. 


Then there was Mr. Baptistus who also had a 
large gage gun that sprayed shot over a wide 
area. He also banged up hill and down dale. He 
was especially good along the streams and did not 
hesitate to shoot fish as well as fowl for his daily 
catch. At the end of the day his bag was even 


heavier than that of his brother, Mr. Methodius. 
Moreover, he was even more vigorous in building 
new hunting lodges from which he could capture 
more game. 


The third hunter was equipped with a beautiful 
firing piece which he always kept well oiled and 
greased and carried in a very expensive case. With 
this fine gun he took careful aim and brought 
down a few excellent birds. But Mr. Presbyteros 
did not do much shooting. He spent a great part of 
each hunting day working over the mechanism of 
his piece, fitting on a telescopic sight, getting the 
latest ammunition. Moreover, he closed out almost 
as many hunting lodges as he built new ones. 
Thus his net number at the end of the season 
was scarcely larger than at the beginning—in- 
deed in the Northern section of the hunting grounds 
it was considerably smaller than it had been thirty 
years ago. 

Perhaps this story is not out of date. We have 
just authorized an expenditure of $25,000 to per- 
fect the mechanism of our Presbyterian organi- 
zation and the report of this study is before our 
Assembly. Will the new Presbyterian Garand rifle 
bring in more game than the old Springfield pro- 
duced? Will the new organization keep the mis- 
sionary and educational executive committees or 
boards as close to the people and so generate con- 
tinued and increased confidence and consequently 
larger per capita giving? Or will it stream line our 
program to conform to the more elaborate pro- 
gram our sister Church has conducted for the last 
quarter of a century? Their elaboration has given 
the appearance of a multiple geared mechanism— 
but it has not produced the per capita giving that 
our simpler decentralized plan has enjoyed. Its 
highly organized central offices have shown all the 
finesse of departmentalized efficiency; but over a 
fifteen-year period our growth was between four 
and five times the percentage they showed. Our 
low cost administration in the home office left a 
larger proportion of the income for the actual 
work on the field. Will the new machinery pro- 
posed to the 1949 Assembly give us a lower per- 
centage of administrative costs for the central 
office and a higher percentage of the funds to be 
spent on the field? Will it release more ministers 
for missionary and pastoral calls, that they may 
“cease not to preach and to teach Jesus Christ’’? 
Or will it multiply secretaries, directors, steno- 
graphers, and travelling expenses ... thus in- 
creasing administrative percentages at the expense 
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of the work in the field? Does the new program 
find its organic and its constitutive principles in 
the Holy Scriptures, and are the details thereof 
deduced from Scripture by good and necessary 
inferences? 


It may be interesting to note that the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, has a committee reporting 
to the 1949 General Assembly recommending that 
after twenty-five years of experience with a cen- 
tralizing program of work, the USA Church begin 
a program of decentralization in an effort to bring 
their USA Church back closer to the people. 
—Wm.C.R. 





Protest Release Of Report 
On Christian Relations 


In releasing to the secular press the report of 
the Committee on Christian Relations to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, we feel Dr. Marion has adopted a 
very questionable proceedure. 


If this is a report to a Church court, and it is, 
then it should be received by that court and acted 
upon before it is given to the newspapers. As it is, 
the impression has been given abroad that this 
report is actually an action of our church. 


We have received a number of protests against 
the technique used in releasing this report, as well 
as against the content of the report itself. 


The following is quoted from the May 3rd issue 
of The Richmond Times-Dispatch: 


Ministers Dissent From 
Civil Rights Report 


Presbyterian Clergymen 
Score Committee’s Stand 


Editor of The Times-Dispatch: 


The undersigned ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, pastors of the congre- 
gations as noted, regard with amazement the 
spread you gave to a tentative report issued by 
the Rev. John H. Marion, Jr., in the Friday morn- 
ing’s paper, This report does not represent the 
official position of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, we beg to protest. 


This is merely the report of a committee that 
will in a few weeks be presented to the general 
assembly of our church, and should never have 
been published as representing the position of our 
church on civil rights. Yet your headline reads, 
“Presbyterians Support Civil Rights,” implying 
thereby that this is the position of the Presby- 
terian denomination. In fact, it runs directly con- 
trary to what we regard as right and advisable, 


and finds no support in the opinion of many like 
the undersigned. 


The implication of the report that the Presby- 
terian Church has renounced “State rights” in 
the interest of alleged “human rights” is both un- 
just and false, and does not, in our opinion, repre- 
sent the historical nor the present position of our 
church. Neither does the report, we believe, repre- 
sent the historical and present position of the 
Presbyterian Church on matters that are purely 
political propaganda, or only the rallying cry of 
political demagogues. 
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The report drafted by Dr. Marion and his 
committee will be either rejected or materially 
revised by the General Assembly. The drastic and 
erratic nature of this report, as published in your 
columns, assures a similar treatment, before any 
statement on this delicate subject is issued by the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, we con- 
fidently predict. 

Willis Thompson, Pastor, 
Hilton Presbyterian Church, 
Newport News, Va. 

W. E. Davis, Pastor, 
Wythe, Va. 





The Agencies Of 


The Church 


Report Of The Ad-Interim 
Committee 


Each commissioner to the General Assembly 
will have received a copy of this report. The Com- 
mittee has had a big job and the report will have 
far reaching effect on the work of our Church if 
adopted. 


It will be the part of wisdom for the General 
Assembly to receive this report and for the Church 


to study it carefully for a year before final action 
is taken. 


One wonders why nomenclature has been so 
generally changed. The general conformity to 
nomenclature used in the U.S.A. Church is hardly 
a justification in the eyes of many. 


Particularly do we dislike the term “General 
Council.” While true that the proposed General 
Council would, in the beginning, supplant the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Stewardship Committee, never- 
theless the term, “General Council,” designates in 
the U.S.A. Church an un-Presbyterian super or- 
ganization which has repeatedly been the source of 
friction in that Church. We can see no reason to 
inaugurate this terminology in our own Church. 


While the institution of a Permanent Nominating 
Committee may appeal to some as a “‘business-like’ 
approach to the selecting of representatives on 
the various agencies of the Church, experience 
would indicate that this could in time become a 
very dangerous Committee. No matter how dis- 
interested that group might be, it could in time 
be channeled into plans not designed to the best 
interests of the Church as a whole. Those who 
have seen the prompt and vigorous activities to 
place key men in key churches where a vacancy 
has occurred, know exactly the problem which 
could arise. 


The magnifying of the office of Moderator is, 
to many, a move of questionable value. The Mod- 
erator is elected to preside at the meeting of the 
General Assembly. It is a high honor but we believe 
it should be maintained as now, not magnified. 


We saw this report in its tentative form four 
months ago. We heard it presented in part to one 
of the executive agencies. We have in hand a copy 
of the complete report, as furnished to this paper 
by the Ad-Interim Committee. It is entirely too 
far-reaching to be received and acted upon hastily. 


We believe the part of wisdom for the future 
work of our Church will be to study this report, 
in its entirety and in detail, and then after at 
least a year’s study approve that which seems 
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good and reject or amend that which should be 
rejected or amended. 


The entire question is so very important that we 
believe it would be the part of wisdom to appoint 
an ad-interim committee to study this report. 
This committee could then call in the representa- 
tives of all of the agencies concerned and secure 
their judgment on some of the proposed changes. 
After this a final report could be submitted to 
the next General Assembly. 


Such a proceedure would do three things. It 
would preserve that in this renvort which could 
stand the light of close scrutiny. It would profit by 
the wisdom of experience of those best qualified 
to sneak as these matters affect their work. And 
finally. it would make possible a judicious elimina- 
tion of those phases of this report which might 
work ultimate harm to the work of our Church. 

L.N.B. 


Our Witness To The 
Headshiv And Kingship 
Of Christ 


When Martin Luther burned the canon law and 
the papal bull at the Eyster Gate in Wittenberg, 
he was asserting that the Word of God alone is 
the law of the Church over against the Roman 
Catholic position that the church’s canonical de- 
cisions are also the law for the Church. Luther had 
precursors in this position: John Wycliffe and the 
Hussites. In this particular the Reformed Reforma- 
tion took up his mantle and carried out the teach- 
ing somewhat more expressly than did those who 
took Luther’s name. Zwingli insisted that nothing 
ought to be introduced into the worship of God 
except those things that were authorized in the 
Holy Scripture. Calvin’s definition of religion 
includes the phrase, “expressing itself in legiti- 
mate worship.” 





The Scottish covenants expressly repudiate every 
item in Roman Catholi¢ worship for which a divine 
warrant from the Scriptures cannot be found. 
Knox insisted to Queen Mary that the Church was 
governed only by Christ and Andrew Melville 
sharpened this position in his tilts with King 
James. In 1638 the Scots organized an army under 
the blue banner on which was engraved, “For 
Christ’s Crown and Covenant.” At that time they 
removed the bishops and archbishops from the 
Church and conformed her government and her 
worship to the provisions given by Christ the 
King in His Word. In the eighteenth century, Mod- 
eratism sought to force majority rule regardless 
of conscience upon the evangelical party. Having 
suffered under this tyranny, John Witherspoon 
wrote into the Preliminary Principles of American 
Presbyterianism that no church judicatory ought 
to pretend to make laws binding the conscience in 
virtue of its own authority—that church power is 
only ministerial (not magisterial) and declarative 
(not legislative), that is to say that the Holy 
Scriptures are the only rule of faith and manners. 


When the Southern Presbyterian Church was 
organized Dr. Palmer said that this parliament of 
the Lord’s freemen declares that by the terms 
of her great charter, none but Jesus may be King 
in Zion. Further, that in her visible form Christ 
is her only King enacting by His sole legislation, 
laws for her government—appointing by His execu- 


tive authority, officers for her administration— 
instituting in His priestly jurisdiction, the ordi- 
nances of her worship—and granting, in the su- 
premacy of His Headship, the charter by which 
her immunities and rights are held. These prin- 
ciples we have carefully formulated in our Book 
of Church Order which is a mighty witness to the 
world that Jesus Christ alone is King in Zion—the 
only lawgiver in the Church, 


In his exhaustive study of Jean Calvin, Dean 
Doumergue quotes with approval Professor Kar] 
Rieker’s Fundamental Principles of the Consti- 
tution of the Reformed Church, thus: “Christ is 
the Head, the Ruler of the Church; there can be 
no other; every exalted position made for any 
man in the Church is incompatible with the honor 
of Christ; the headship of any man suppresses the 
Headship of Christ. The Headship of Christ is not 
only spiritual and moral, it is political and juri- 
dicial.”” That last sentence means that the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Executive Committees. or 
Boards, the Moderator or the Stated Clerk. the 
General Council, et. al. are all subject to Christ 
—their tasks are to carry out His will revealed in 
Scripture not to substitute their program for His, 
not to enforce their policy as law over the weaker 
brethren. Doumergue goes on to say that this is 
why the Reformed (Presbyterian) Church is anti- 
papistical and anti-clerical. (By the way did you 
know that Dabney described the ruling elders and 
deacons as clergy? The division of the Church into 
clergy and laity is Roman Catholic and does not 
fit the genius of Presbyterianism.) The Gallic 
and Belgic Confessions affirm that Christ is the 
only ruler, the only King, the only universal bishop. 
Our Southern Presbyterian testimony to Christ as 
the only Head, the sole King in Zion is the testi- 
mony of the Reformation—of the covenanters, 
of our founding fathers—may it ever float from 
our banners! —Wm.C.R. 





Cause Or Effect 


It is almost the daily experience of every busy 
physician to have come into his office a man or 
woman who states, “Doctor, I want a complete and 
thorough physical examination.” 


One of the ablest diagnosticians in a Southern 
city recently had such an experience. In his 
examination, which was very thorough, he dis- 
covered that the patient was anaemic; that she 
was underweight; that her appetite was poor, that 
she lacked the physical strength necessary for her 
daily duties. He also found her blood-pressure low, 
several teeth which needed extraction and a num- 
ber of other distressing symptoms. 


But. in addition, the physical examination re- 
vealed something else—cancer. Almost all of the pa- 
patient’s symptoms came from this malignancy. Did 
the physician prescribe medicines and a series of 
treatments to relieve these symptoms and send the 
patient on her way? NO, HE DID NOT!! Had he 
done so he would have been unworthy of the pro- 
fession of which he is a member and, had th: 
facts become known, his own Medical Society would 
have taken disciplinary action. 


No, this physician referred the patient to a 
surgeon for immediate and radical operation; an 
operation which was in time to completely eradi- 
cate the cancer and save the patient’s life, 
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—— 


In our judgment we have a somewhat analogous 
situation in the Church today. This world is des- 
perate. It is simply teeming with symptoms of 
spiritual and moral decay. These symptoms are 
not primary, but secondary to the cancer in the 
hearts of men and women who make up its so- 
ciety and this cancer is SIN. 


We Christians know there is but one remedy 
for sin and that is found in the redeeming blood 
of Jesus Christ. But, much of our time—the time 
of the Church—is spent in remedies for the 
symptoms rather than for the disease itself. 


To the Church of Jesus Christ has been com- 
mitted the knowledge of the Redeemer and the 
obligation of preaching Him to a lost world. We 
have no quarrel with any and every effort which 
would correct the moral or social sins of our day 
—provided that such efforts are predicated upon 
and implemented by a clear and unequivocal stand 
for the only way of salvation—faith in the re- 
demptive work of Jesus Christ. 


But, we are faced with a situation today which 
is bewildering, to say the least. Men who believe 
there is no other way than salvation through the 
atoning blood of our Lord, but, who align them- 
selves with those who deny this unique and es- 
sential work of the Son of God, hoping thereby 
to _ greater influence for the Church in the 
worid. 


Never has the world needed more than now a 
reaffirmation of the essential content of the Gospel 
message, letting the alignment of those who so 
believe and those who deny, fall where it may. 
Inclusivism has spread a blight over organized 
Christianity which can only be cured by a clear 
separation, not on denominational or racial or 
national lines, but on the very facts of Chris- 
tianity itself. 


The Church has only too often evaded the fact 
and the consequences of sin. She has too often 
centered her activities and energies on the symp- 
toms of sin in society rather than on the under- 
lying sin in the heart of man. 


Our Southern Presbyterian Church is not large in 
numbers in the fellowship of the other evangelical 
denominations. But, God has never been dependent 
on great numbers to accomplish His purposes. We 
know of nothing which might not do more for the 
world in our time than for our Church to reaffirm 
those Christian doctrines which are based so clear- 
ly on the Word of God and which are our Protes- 
tant heritage, asking all who so believe to join 
with us in a mighty witness to these truths. 


We believe that any ecumenical movement 
which owes its continuance to inclusivism is cer- 
tain of failure, 


We believe on the other hand that a reaffirma- 
tion of the doctrine of the sinfulness of man and 
the eternally lost state of the sinner out of Christ 
will prove a rallying ground to which many will 
turn. 


It is our earnest prayer that the 1949 General 
Assembly will spend more of its time and energies 
on the cause of and cure for world disorder and 
less on the effects. 


Repentance for sin and salvation through faith 
in the atoning work of Jesus Christ is the primary 
message of the Church and it must be preached. 

—L.N.B. 





Beware 


In our judgment there has been entirely too 
much relief over and enthusiasm for Russia’s re- 
cent lifting of the Berlin blockade. 


We are naturally pleased that Russia has been 
forced to back-down in one of her many acts in 
defiance of everything recognized as right and 
decent in international usage. 


But, the man who deludes himself into thinking 
this is a sign of a change of heart is simply asking 
for more trouble and weakening himself against 
the inevitable struggle. 


We write this because Communism and Chris- 
tianity are implacable foes and because the attitude 
of Christian men in our own nation can in some 
measure determine the future for our own and 
immediately following generations, 


There can be no tolerance of Communism with- 
out inevitable loss as a result. We are witnessing 
here in America a complaisance or indifference to 
Communism which can only stem from ignorance 
of what Communism is or a premeditated willing- 
ness to go along with it. 


Our Bill of Rignts and our Constitution never 
contemplated their use for the protection of those 
who would destroy us. To wave aside the menace 
of Communistic activity as trivial, or to think it 
can be allowed to take its course, is to toy with 
something far worse than a supposedly empty 
Trojan horse. 


For week after week lawyers have insulted 
Judge Medina in New York and delayed action 
against eleven avowed Communist leaders. Some 
ot our largest universities condone open and active 
Communist propaganda on their campuses under 
the guise ot “academic freedom.” 


It has now apparently been established that 
the Atomic Energy Commission has granted at 
least one scholarship to a student known by them 
to be a Communist. 


These incidents, which can be multiplied by the 
score, show a dangerously unrealistic approach to 
America’s number one secular problem. America 
probably cannot be overwhelmed from outside 
attack, but she can be devitalized and conquered 
from forces from within—If They Are Not Ex- 
posed And Defeated While There Is Time. 


As we have stated—this is not a secular or 
political problem alone. It is one which affects the 
way of life, known as Christian. It affects the 
rights and freedoms which exist only where 
Christianity is believed and practiced. 


From previous experience we know this edi- 
torial will elicit anonymous denunciations. One of 
our ministers recently spoke out against Com- 
munism at an evening service in one of our largest 
Southern cities. The next morning he received two 
anonymous phone calls, denouncing him. 


We can assume a Pollyanna-like attitude that 
all is sweetness and light—that all will take care 
of itself in time, if left alone. Or, we can face the 
facts and act as our fore-fathers acted; with 
Christian boldness and realism, Let us face the 
facts now. —L.N.B. 
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The “Dare” Of 
Christianity 


“Christianity is too tame an affair,” said a 
young man who as pilot of a fighter plane on many 
missions certainly had seen much of life that was 
anything but tame. “There’s nothing about it to 
dare you to be a Christian.’ 


Unfortunately, a great deal that passes for 
Christianity quite deserves the opinion of that 
young man. It is a matter of prayerless prayer- 
meetings, worshipless worship services, powerless 
organized activities, Bible teaching and sermon 
preaching that are empty words, and with it all a 
kind of living so compromised with the world as 
to show none of the marks of New Testament 
Christianity. The first Christians faced powerful 
and deadly persecution aimed at the extinction 
of the new religion, and for several centuries it 
was a dangerous and a costly thing to be a Chris- 
tian. But they dared it gloriously, out-living, out- 
loving, and out-dying, as someone has expressed 


it, the best people the non-Christian world could 
produce. 


That is exactly the demand of real Christianity 
in these days, as it has been always. It is a demand 
which only too many of us do not dare to meet. 


But what is there in these days to dare anyone 
to be a Christian? 


The world we live in. A world divided, dis- 
tressed, confused, faced with peril no generation 
before has known, headed straight toward the 
destruction that peril will mean if it comes to pass. 
A world that needs above all the light that is in 
the Gospel, the spirit required and imparted by 
that Gospel, the power of the Christ of that Gospel. 
His intolerance of self-righteousness, of hypocrisy, 
of injustice, of indifference to the wrongs and to 
the consequent sufferings and sorrows of people 
whether in our community or our class, in our 
country or anywhere in the world. Can you imagine 
taking an out-and-out stand, with the sympathy 
for the exploited and the under-privileged, with 
the courage in the face of the ever-present foes 
of any change in the status quo, which a follower 
of the Lord Jesus Christ must have in order truly 
to follow Him? If we can imagine what that kind 
of following Him will take, do we have it? Only 
more, much more of that kind of following our 
Lord will halt the alarming inroads of Commu- 
nism in our own country, its terrifying spread over 
a world it can only make still worse. What is there 
in these days to dare anyone to be a Christian? 
The world we live in! 


And the sort of people we are, Meaning not 
other people but our own selves. 


A church officer was heard to say, after a 
searching sermon, “Well, I may not make so good 
a showing with the others, but there are three of 
the ten commandments I have never broken— 
the sixth, the seventh, and the eighth. I’m no 
murderer, no adulterer, no thief.” 


Obviously, he did not understand the demand of 
Christianity according to the New Testament, ac- 
cording to our Lord Himself. 


“But I say unto you that whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall be in danger 
of the judgment . and whosoever shall say, 








Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” ““Who- 
soever hateth his brother is a murderer, and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 
in him.” 


“I say unto you that whosoever looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 
with her in his heart.’ 


“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In 
tithes and offerings.” 


Many a church member above accusation or 
suspicion of taking one penny that belonged to 
someone else, will face God under indictment of 
life-long appropriation to his own use of what 
was God’s and entrusted to him to be used for 
the kingdom of God. 


Many a church member who is above reproach 
to human eyes that see only the outward appear- 
ance, before God who looketh on the heart and in 
the light of His plain Word, could only cry, like 
the lepers of old, ‘“‘Unclean, unclean!” 


Many a church member, under no human law 
chargeable with murder, under God’s law as in- 
terpreted by our Lord, is guilty of just that, be- 
cause of a heart seething with spite and scorn 
and dislike and malice. 


The world we live in—the sort of people we are. 
There is a connection—altogether too close a con- 
nection for comfort or complacency, if we dare 
face the fact. 


One of the greatest scientists of our day, Dr. 
Arthur H. Compton, has said: “With the raising 
of the curtain on the atomic age, we have been 
called to unprecedented spiritual greatness.” Just 
that is the “dare’’ of Christianity—that Christians 
achieve an unprecedented spiritual greatness to 
cope with the unprecedented conditions of the 
world of our day. 


Well, how much are you and I concerned about 
becoming spiritually greater than we have ever 
been? Can it be that we fancy ourselves already 
spiritually great and good enough, as clean and 
true and kind and good and thoroughly Christian 
as we should be in a world and a day like ours? 
Or can it be that we see well enough what 
Christianity demands of us, but—just do not dare 
to be that kind of Christian? We Bo We 





“More Things Are 
Wrought...” 


Decisions are more amicably and quickly reached 
after men have prayed together. 


Commissioners to the General Assembly feel 
the pressure of work; the pressure of problems; 
the pressure of divergent viewpoint; the urgency 
of work left at home. 


This very sense of pressure generates a desire 
to hasten to a conclusion the various activities 
of the General Assembly and hurry away. 


Some years ago the North Kiangsu Mission in 
China decided that its work would be more ef- 
ficiently carried out if the first day of Mission 
Meeting was devoted to prayer. These Mission 
Meetings faced problems comparable to those 
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faced by the General Assembly. They also found 
good men and women with strongly divergent 
opinions and judgments as to policies and problems. 


This day of prayer did more to solve problems, 
effect unanimity of judgment and ultimate unity 
of action than anything ever tried before. 


We believe more would be accomplished to bring 
peace, harmony and efficiency into the work of 
our Church by a day of prayer at the beginning 
of each meeting of the General Assembly than 
could be accomplished in any other way. 


Only too often we rush to a conclusion the 
plans for a spiritual work having neglected the 
source of spiritual wisdom and power. Time spent 
in prayer is time saved. —L.N.B. 





Give The Devil 
His Due 


To joke about the Devil is a popular, and sup- 
posedly trivial sport. Actually we should never 
forget the fact that he is a malign personality, ever 
active, very smart and very determined. 


Our Lord had to come back into the world, His 
creation, to redeem it back to God because of the 
fearful havoc made by the evil one. 


No man should ever have the temerity to make 
light of Satan. He is not simply an evil influence. 
He is evil incarnate and scheming constantly for 
our downfall. Our victory over him is only through 
the power of the indwelling Christ. 


While it is true that some day Satan will be 
consigned to the bottomless pit that day has not 
yet come. Let us recognize him for what he is and 
seek to defeat him and his works by trusting in 
the One who came to overcome him. 


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
and that fear is actually reverential trust in a 
loving God. 


On the other hand, fear of the Devil is to give 
him his due. We need to fear him and to put on 
the whole armor of God, both offensive and de- 
fensive, to withstand his unending warfare against 
us. —L.N.B. 


How We Ought To 
Love Him! 


Calvary means infinitely more to believers than 
all the rest of the world. The world potentially 
participates in that peak event of the ages; the 
believing Christian participates actually. His sins, 
all his sins past and future, were actually a part 
of the sin-load of Christ the Son of God in His 
separation from God in the bleak hours of “dark- 
ness over all the earth.”’ He, the believer, is also 
indissolubly identified as a participant in that resur- 
rection miracle on the first day of the week. All 
this is so familiar that it runs over our minds as 
water over smooth stones. It should never be 
thus. Exactly the opposite should be our reaction. 
If it was our sins, in a positive and particular 
sense, that were the load that cost the life of our 
Saviour and made necessary the pouring out of 
His soul unto death, how we ought to love Him! 
How deeply our spirits should be humbled and 





all our self righteousness renounced, if He suf- 
fered and more “my” sins on that cross! A new 
sense of the heinous horror of evil and its soiling, 
defeating, damning power should come over us 
whenever we view His cross. We should think—: 
“that’s where I really ought to be; cut off from 
the face and favour of God: that’s where I would 
be and be forever if He, the Infinite One, had not 
hung there and suffered and gone through for 
me.”’ In the final analysis of fact, it was not Judas 
nor Pilate nor the Scribes and Pharisees nor the 
Jewish people nor the Roman guard that crucified 
Jesus of Nazareth the Christ of God. No, they have 
their part and place in this supreme drama of the 
life of the race. Their place, however, is secondary, 
definitely secondary. You, fellow Christian, and I, 
we crucified Christ, It was your sins and mine that 
were actually there upon Him and for which He 
made the supreme sacrifice. How we ought to 
love Him! How gladly we ought to obey Him! 
How fair is His claim to Lordship in our lives! 
And yet as we look within, into our own hearts, 
and as we look about us, we wonder whether when 
we look at the cross we really see it—S.McPh.G. 





The Supreme Authority 


“By what authority doest thou these things?” 
Mark 11:27-33. 


Mere ecclesiastics are always ready to hinder 
anyone who is doing a real work for God, unless 
he has their official endorsement. It is not 
enough for them that a man is doing things; 
they want to know by what authority he does 
them and who gave him this authority. Jesus 
instead of answering the questions of the ec- 
clesiastical authorities convinced them out of their 
own mouths of their unfitness to decide vital ques- 
tions. 


He challenged them concerning the baptism 
which John the Baptist performed. The chief 
priests, scribes and elders had never accepted 
John. His great revival ministry was not done 
under their auspices. Consequently they, at times, 
opposed him and at others ignored him. He had 
not been ordained in “regular” fashion, and no 
matter if God did use him mightily they would 
have nothing to do with him. They did make an 
inquiry (Jno. 1:19-28). It is that way with many 
of those religious leaders who seem to be more 
concerned with regularity than they are with the 
manifest power of God. First, an inquiry, then 
opposition and sometimes prison, This was the 
experience of John Bunyan, the converted tinker 
and drunkard, who could not be restrained from 
preaching in the streets and calling the people back 
to God. When Dwight L. Moody began his evan- 
gelistic career, one of his main difficulties was his 
religious irregularity, which professional religion- 
ists did not approve. Thus it has been the case 
with many of the Lord’s servants, most surely 
commissioned by Him. But they walked in His 
footsteps, for that was the treatment He got 
from the scribes, priests and elders. Jesus met the 
insincere attitude of these religious imposters with 
firmness. He put them in a difficult situation. 
Either they must spiritually endorse John or of- 
fend the mass of the people. They refused either. 
So Jesus refused to be caught in their wiles. He 
who is on God’s side does not have to bend his 
neck to the hypocritical foe (Eph. 6:10-18). 


—The late Dr. R. A. Torrey. 
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“The Smell Of Money” 





You will no doubt recognize these words as an 
oft-recurring phrase in a scent article in the 
Saturday Evening P ] ed, ‘‘The Scramble for 
the Garrett Millions. fhis is a most revealing 
story and shows up clearly our low state of morals. 

The smell of money many people is like the 
smell of cheese to a rat, or the leil OL Whiskey to 
a drunkard: it leads to many a trap and fall. 

One of the claiman n tne Wal tt case said 
something like this to lawyer when he was cross 
examining her, and asked if she would not lie a 
little for $17,000,000. She replied: ‘‘Son, I would 
lie for a whole lot | han that.’”’ Not many lars 
would make as frank a confession, perhaps, and 
would try to cover up their covet 

If this were an ated instance, it would not 
be so: distressing and depressing, but from many 
news items in the papers and on the radio, it 
seems that many o: our citizens are idy to be- 
tray their country, endang ves of their fel- 
low men, to cheat and lie and al to an unlimited 
degree if they can niy ¢ noug money 

Gilbert Cheste1 nm makes one yi lS Cnaracters 
in Father Brown sa} t law, “Thou shalt not 
steal,” is a law that would n force on the 
farthest uninhabited planet, a ell ; yn earth 
It is one of those « nal iaws W ( cannot Dé 
broken without endangering the well being of all 
society. 

The love of money a root of kinds of 
evil, and the “smell of money”? seems to aroust 
that lust in the human heart, When we think of 
what it has led to in our national life, and even 
in the history of the Church we may well be justi- 
fied in feartul for lings for the future of our 
land unless in som: Vay tnere 1S a radical change 
in men. Oh tor a} al that would bring us back 
to strict honesty of life and a great love for God 
and man to supplan s love ror and lust after 
money! —J. K. P. 


Strength And Beauty 


The Bible puts many things in pairs 
love; faith and work t 


Two of the worst effects of sin are weakness 


and ugliness. Man made in the image of God 
was strong and beautiful; when he fell he became 
weak and ugly. 

When we are “born again’’ we become strong 
and beautiful once more. ihrough His transforming 
power our whole character and even appearance 
is changed. We become beau il within, and that 
., beauty Shines through our eyes and changes us 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. Does 


not this statement have a great lesson, 
for us? 


iessons 


One is this: we can never regain what we lost 





in the Fall until we meet God. The Sanctuary is 
the natural place to meet Him. It was when Moses 
met God face to face on the Mount—which was 
for the time being, His earthly sanctuary—that his 
face shone with heavenly radian and when he 
met with God in the Tabernacle the same thing 
was true. Isaiah saw the Lord in the Temple and 








his ugly and unclean life was transformed: the 
coal from off the altar wrought the miracle. We, 
when we behold His glory, are changed from 
glory to glory. How important, then for us to meet 
Him in His House! 


A second lesson, for preachers especially, might 
be this: the need for both strength and beauty in 
our worship of Him—in our program. I believe 
these two elements ought to be combined, even 
as we unite truth and love. Powerful strong preach- 
ing of the Jonathan Edwards type is needed to 
arouse, and even frighten sinners and make the 
tears of Repentance flow, and cries for mercy 
come from hardened souls. This may be the greatest 
need of our time when the temptation is to please 
and soothe, rather than bring deep conviction of 
sin. 


But along with this sterner aspect of the Gospel, 
there ought to be the beauty of our God and Savior, 
and the glory of a life risen with Him. We ought 
to make men see that the most beautiful Being in 
the world is our God; we ought to cry, as Isaiah did, 
“Behold the Glory of our God.”’ And then we ought 
to convince them of the beauty of the Lord which 
can be on us, making us into beautiful men and 
women. 


Let us have a combination of Elijah and Elisha, 

of strength and beauty. There is nothing more 
powerful than the Word of our God; there is 
nothing more beautiful. In the Sanctuary let us 
worship Him in the beauty of holiness; let us 
“Preach the Word.” —J. K. P. 





They Don’t Speak For 
35,000,000 


From Cleveland comes another of those annoying 
announcements from a group claiming “to repre- 
sent 35,000,000 Protestants.’ This time the group 
is trying to frame a pronounciamento on the At- 
lantic pact with which statesmen of a dozen great 
nations have been wrestling tor months and years, 
and which has now received bi-partisan approval 
in the U. S. Senate. 


The Cleveland group did not succeed at once 
in framing its dictum on the subject because its 
members couldn’t agree on phraseology. Also 
they hadn’t seen the Atlantic pact, hence didn’t 
know what was in it. Also they called upon the 
U. S. Senate to tell the people what is in the pact. 
Also, a desirable feature of any such pact, they 
said, would be a statement ot moral principles. 


In order that its full entitlements may be known 
and that its authority to speak for ‘35,000,000 
Protestants’” may be understood, this is a group 
sponsored by “the Department of International 
Justice and Goodwill, of the Federal Council of 
Churches of Christ in America.” 


Of course, neither this group, nor any other 
group, can speak for 35,000,000 Protestants, nor 
has it any right so to proclaim. 


On many occasions in the past the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America has pretended 
to speak for 35,000,000 Protestants when it does 
no such thing, This Federal Council was formed 
for the purpose of securing greater unity and 
understanding among Protestant bodies, and, while 
its more radical elements have posed as representa- 
tives of so many millions of people, it is safe to say 





June 1, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 





that many, many millions of the people it pre- 
tends to represent do not endorse, but rather ab- 

yr, some of the economic and social and political 
ideas it sends forth. 


The Federal Council apparently is divided into 
many bureaus and departments, and it is the 
radicalism of some of these bureaus and depart- 
ments that has caused it to be regarded with so 
much suspicion as a body of impractical and un- 
realistic visionaries. 


Practically all Protestant bodies in the United 
States have at one time or another been members 
of the Council in the hope that unified action 
would help further Christ’s kingdom. But there are 
millions of members of such bodies that take no 
stock in the interference of its “departments” into 
delicate racial subjects, into the relations between 
employer and employee, into socialistis ideas about 
the equitable distribution of wealth and the owner- 
ship of means of production. Nor do millions of 
Protestants endorse some of the Council’s pacifist 
doctrines which imply that peace must be preserved 
at any price, and that all man’s troubles can be 
ended by dependence upon international brother- 
hood and good will. The Council has delved in such 
things as FEPC. It has tackled highly controversial 
political subjects involved in social service. It has 
even interested itself in wage scales, in sectional 
problems, and above all in delicate international 
issues. In all of these things one man’s conscience 
is as clear as another’s, perhaps, and the men in 
the Federal Council and its bureaus have the right 
to follow their consciences wherever their con- 
sciences lead them. 


What brings most objection is that some of 
these men pretend to speak for ‘35,000,000 
Protestants,” and thereby they take in entirely 
too much territory. 

—Alabama Journal. 





The Inter- Varsity 
Christian Fellowship 


“In the Christian Church there come hours 
when a great struggle must be engaged in, when 
men of deep convictions must contend for the 
faith. fight a good warfare, and defend the truth 
in such a way that error will be put to rout, a false 
gospel will be exposed, a fatal spirit of compromise 
will be courageously resisted, and the Church kept 
for the proclamation of the only gospel that can 
save men. I believe we are on the circumference 
of a field of battle in which life and death struggle 
is beginning which will soon become a convulsive 
conflict, in which all the forces that hate the 
Gospel will be united against the army of soldiers 
of Christ, who bear aloft His Cross and herald 
His supremacy and His Saviourhood. 


In war battles are fought by young men, So I 
believe in this great conflict for the faith which 
is growing increasingly intense the battle will be 
fought for the most part by young men. And, inas- 
much, as this is going to be a battle of ideas, 
convictions, and beliefs—what is called an 
ideological struggle—its greatest battles will be 
fought at our universities and colleges. What 
young men believe when they leave coliege in this 
country will be what our country will be thinking, 
believing, and doing for the next generation. 
For the most part, our universities are pagan, as 
a number of prominent men today frankly admit. 


Too many ministers near our universities campuses 
are modernistic themselves—denying the need of 
conversion, the blood atonement, and rejecting the 
deity of Jesus Christ. 


Who is going to enter into these college cam- 
puses with a vital message concerning Christ? Who 
is able to meet the hard-working college students 
on their own ground? Well, there is one organi- 
zation in this country equipped for this work, dedi- 
cated to this work, and further more tremendously 
successful in this work—that is the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. My own frank opinion is 
that more is now being done for the definite con- 
version of college students and for the mainte- 
nance of the spiritual life of those who are al- 
ready believers, by the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship than by any other similar organization 
in this country. I believe this more today than 
ever, Through this movement well trained men are 
being recruited for the ministry and for the for- 
eign mission field, and others are entering college 
teaching profession to combat rampant material- 
istic atheism where it is being propagated. 


My purpose in writing this letter is to add what- 
ever weight my word may carry to the growing 
evidence of value and critical place of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship today and to urge 
Christians who love the Gospel and have college 
students on their hearts, and who realize the 
seriousness of this hour to get behind this move- 
ment to remember it in daily prayer, and to recog- 
nize it as a mighty arm of the Church in up- 
holding New Testament truth and a vital ex- 
perience with Christ the Saviour among bewildered 
university men today.” Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 





The Revival Of 1800 


By James D. Rankin, D.D. 


The period following the American Revolution 
is the darkest chapter in American history. A 
mighty wave of rationalism had swept the world. 
Religion in England and America was practically 
dead. France had become atheistic and commu- 
nistic. Above the doors of her churches she had 
inscribed: “There Is No God,” and above her ceme- 
tery gates, “Death Is An Eternal Sleep.’’ A naked 
harlot surrounded by the leaders of France was 
driven through the streets of Paris and worshipped 
as the Goddess of Reason. 


England was following hard after France. Isaac 
Taylor described her condition as one ‘“‘of spiritual 
heathenism.”’ Blackstone, the eminent lawyer, re- 
corded that he went to every important church in 
London and in not cne did he hear a sermon or a 
sentence which would identify it as a Christian 
church. 

“Dark Age Of American Christianity” 


The condition in America was even worse. The 
friendship of France for America in her struggle 
with Great Britain gave popularity to everything 
French. The rejection of religion became a fad in 
America, especially among the educated classes. 
The eminent Dr. Blair said, “Religion lay dying 
in America.”’ Bacon, in his history, says, “The two 
decades from the close of the War of Independence 
were the period of the darkest moral ebb in the 
history of American Christianity.” Dorchester 
called the period the “Dark Ages of American 
Christianity.” Infidelity was a fad among the edu- 
cated. A Christian student was rare in any college 
and was ridiculed and ostracized. President Dwight 
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of Yale University said: “When I was a student 
in this institution in 1775 the Christian students 
could be counted on the fingers of one hand. For 
four years there was but one Christian in the stu- 
dent body. In Bowdoin College, then prominent, 
there was but one student who admitted himself 
to be a Christian.’”’ A former college president 
said, ““‘When I was a student in this institution, 
there were not a dozen students who were church 
members.”” Chancellor Kent said, “In my young 
manhood very few professional men but were in- 
fidels.”” Bishop Meade of Virginia said, “Our col- 
leges were hotbeds of French ideas and I expected 
to find in every young man in Virginia a professed 
infidel.’”” Public morals also were in a great de- 
cline. Profanity, lewdness, drunkenness were pre- 
valent. Duelling had become fashionable. 


“A Great Spiritual Resurge” 


Then there came a great spiritual resurge. The 
ministers began to preach on the great doctrines of 
Christianity. The Bible was lifted up as the Word 
of God. The deity of Jesus Christ and salvation 
through his atoning work were the themes of the 
preachers. Regeneration became an italic in the 
pulpit. Prayer groups grew rapidly. There were 
no great gatherings. no great preachers but the 
faithful preaching of the pastors began to bear 
fruit. The moral tone of the country was changed. 
Sabbath breaking, profane swearing and drunk- 
enness began to seem abhorrent. Renewed activity 
of the church members became a notable feature. 
The religious life of the nation was stimulated. 
From 1800 to 1830 the membership of the church 
grew by leaps and bounds. Christians began to 
grapple with public evils. Duelling was prohibited 
by law. A mighty drive against the drink evil led 
to several states enacting prohibition laws. The 
American Society for the Promotion of Temper- 
ance was organized. 


“The Church Is Saved” 


This revival was not due to publicity. It grew 
out of a mighty revival of fundamental preaching. 
The Bible was made authoritative. Man was con- 
demned as a sinner unable to save himself. Sal- 
vation could come only through Jesus Christ and 
that because of what He did on the Cross. The 
doctrine of the New Birth was italicized. The power 
that was behind this revival is the power that 
has been behind every revival of the church. There 
were no famous revivalists, no great gatherings, 
but the renewed activities of church members and 
a general yielding to the Holy Spirit. Conversions 
increased and the Church was saved. 


We feel too lightly today the burden of lost 
souls; When we come wholly under the sway of 
God’s love, when we gain a larger vision of His 
goodness, when we comprehend more fully His 
sacrifice, when eternity looms before us in all 
its unscaled heights, no labor will be too great, 
no self-denial will be too masterful, no time will 
be regarded as misspent that is devoted in winning 
souls to Christ. 


—The United Presbyterian. 





Our Bulwark Against 
Communism 


The Bitter Opposition of the Roman Catholic 
Church to Communism has been so played up in 








the public press that many uninformed readers 
have come to feel that this Church is our best bul- 
wark against Communism. It is evident from the 
propaganda appearing in both the secular and re- 
ligious papers that the Roman Church is doing its 
best to encourage this notion. Because some Protes- 
tant groups have been labeled as sympathetic to 
Communism, it has been implied that Protestant- 
ism is a liability instead of an asset in the struggle 
against Communism. On the other hand, the voci- 
ferous furore of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
against Communism seems to prove beyond doubt 
that its leadership ought to be followed in this crisis. 
Let us say at once that some Communists sympa- 
thizers have in the past infiltrated into too many 
commonly understood Protestant organizations. 
Some of these Protestant groups have so far drifted 
away from the New Testament Gospel that they 
have primarily become proponents of social reform 
and economic change, without respect to Christian 
or Biblical standards. But these, while they have 
frequently been successful propagandists, have 
not represented Evangelical Protestantism. 


It is our conviction that the Roman Catholic 
Church, so far from being a bulwark against Com- 
munism, is actually far more vulnerable to Com- 
munism than is Protestantism. Looking at Europe, 
it is a simple and evident fact that Communism 
has made largest inroads in the predominantly 
Roman Catholic countries, and least inroads in the 
predominantly Protestant countries. There are rea- 
sons for this. Romanism by its very nature pre- 
conditions a people for the favorable acceptance 
of Communism, Rome’s grasp for political power 
makes very obvious that it is not solely a religious 
institution, and its use of that political power 
through the centuries has frequently crushed both 
the souls and bodies of men. Moreover, Rome’s 
grasp for land and property until in some coun- 
tries of Europe she owns well nigh one-third of 
such property, has long stood in bitter contrast 
to the poverty of the poor. The Church of Rome, 
with all its pomp and pride, in spite of its many 
pretensions, has never quite been able to persuade 
many of the common people that it was their 
friend. Communism’s claim to be an economic 
saviour, though false, is bound to appeal to many 
who have long been weary of the bondage of 
Roman ecclesiasticism. 


Again, Rome has prepared the soil for totali- 
tarian Communism by its own totalitarianism. 
Rome has never allowed people to think for them- 
selves, but has instead taught and developed a 
slavish obedience to her own decrees. Communism 
has capitalized upon this pre-conditioning. It has 
been comparatively easy for many to exchange 
one totalitarianism for another. 


It is sober truth that there are millions of 
people in Europe, and millions of Communists 
among them, who have never come face to face 
with evangelical Christianity. Their misunderstand- 
ing about Christianity has driven many into the 
Communist parties of Europe. Pastor Mare Boeg- 
ner, president of the Federation of French 
Protestant Churches, interprets European Com- 
munism as “a revolt with which all Christians ap- 
plying Christian principles of justice and charity 
must be in sympathy. We hope to give them 
(Communists) a new idea of Christianity and prove 
to them that Christians are wholeheartedly with 
them in their struggle for economic and social 
justice, and not their enemies as they are so often 
made out to be.” 
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Such words from a prominent French pastor 
are enlightening. They confirm our belief that our 
Christian task is not to support either of these 
totalitarianisms against the other, but to present 
the one Gospel of Christ which both of them so 
sorely need. We believe some of the recent pro- 
posals for Protestantism to dabble in politics, and 
come either as some suggest to an understanding 
with Russia, or as others suggest to an understand- 
ing with the Papacy, are far from our Christian re- 
sponsibility. Cannot we stand upon our own feet? 
why do so many of our modern ecclesiastics seem 
bitten by the bug of arriving at some kind of 
concordat with either Rome or Communism? It is 
possibly an attempt to make Protestantism also a 
political power, now that some of its spiritual 
power is waning? Neither of these totalitarianisms 
will come to an understanding with evangelical 
Protestantism except on its own terms. And what 
true evangelical is prepared to compromise the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ? Besides, while the conflict 
between these two totalitarianisms is both ideologi- 
cal and physical, our difference with either of them 
is primarily spiritual, While they use force to com- 
pel obedience and destroy nonconformity, we in- 
tend to do either. 


Let us confront the Communist. the Roman 
Catholic, the Jew, the Mohammedan and the pagan 
alike, with the redeeming Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
For what our world so sorely needs is not more 
pressure politics, but evangelists with God’s love 
in their hearts and a passion for the souls of men. 
It is ours to proclaim the Word of God, with its 
judgment upon all our human systems, political or 
religious, and with its mercy and hope for all men, 
of whatever race or language or social order. Our 
bulwark against and hope of deliverance from the 
wrongs in Communism and Roman Catholicism and 
our own society lies not in an organization, but in 
the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God 
unto the salvation of men and women. The hope 
of the world lies in redeemed and regenerated 
men and women, and only Jesus Christ can do 
that work of grace. 





Random Shots 


By L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


Has our Book of Church Order become just “fa 
scrap of paper’? When was it so modified that 
an official of the Assembly or any one else could 
suggest a deviation from it? The Last General As- 
sembly approved an amendment to the Book of 
Church Order and sent it down to the Presbyteries 
for advice and consent, and the next Assembly 
must act upon it as it was approved by the pre- 
vious Assembly without addition or subtraction. 
And yet a communication was received by the 
Presbyteries recently suggesting that certain words 
be added to it to put it in better form. This, of 
course, is impossible unless the Book of Church 
Order is not binding. If the amendment is not 
right, and seemingly it is not, the next Assembly 
does not have to enact it, even though all Pres- 
byteries have approved it. 


The Bridge Jan. 1949, speaking of the Dis- 
placed Persons Act, says: “““(3) it awarded 40 per 
cent of visas to DP’s from the Baltic countries, 
mainly protestants—which unfairly reduced immi- 
gration opportunities for both Catholic and Jew- 
ish groups.’’ Then in the next column it says: “On 
Oct. 30, 813 DP’s landed in New York. 493 were 


” 


Catholics and 161 were Jews.” That leaves only 
159 who might be Protestant. Does that look unfair 
to the groups mentioned in the first column? If 
our Preachers would stick to preaching the pure 
Gospel and quit trying to run the Government the 
world would be better off. We are opposed to 
the Church-State and those who believe in it. 


I picked up my newspaper and saw this glar- 
ing headline across the top of the page: “Pres- 
byterians Strike Blow At Discrimination.” In the 
news item below this, it was said that the Commit- 
tee on Christian Relations had released an 18 page 
report to the General Assembly. One of the small- 
est Committees brings one of the largest reports. 
Any similarity is purely co-incidental, but have 
you ever noticed that a little dog will make more 
noise than a big one? 


Let all Commissioners to the General Assembly 
be careful. Quoting from news sent out: ““During 
the past few years there have been some expense 
accounts which revealed extravagant spending.” I 
have always been under the impression that Com- 
missioners were Christians and Gentlemen and 
thus careful with the Church’s money. In fact, I 
still believe it. Nevertheless, Gentlemen Commis- 
sioners be careful, for I know from experience that 
your expense account may be cut though As- 
sembly tax be increased. 





Facts Regarding The Federal 
Council Of Churches 


By L. E. Faulkner 


The facts regarding the Federal Council of 
Churches should be given to the Communicants of 
the more than 3,500 Southern Presbyterian 
Churches. This should be done by members of 
Church Sessions at congregational meetings. The 
more than 600,000 members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church should know that the Federal 
Council of Churches has committed all of our 
churches to economic, political, social and racial 
activities and objectives that are contrary to the 
constitution of our church. This has been done 
largely through the official actions of the powerful 
Fedeial Council’s Executive Committee, made up 
of 85 persons and requiring a quorum of only 15. 
In other words, it is possible under the by-laws 
of the Council for 15 persons to speak for more 
than twenty-eight million church members. 


Until a few years ago the Federal Council in- 
cluded only Protestant bodies, It now has four 
Eastern Orthodox bodies, and the Council is now 
“organized on a basis broad enough to welcome 
all branches of historical Christianity—whether 
Protestant or Catholic.” 


The Federal Council has officially endorsed 
F.E.P.C. Legislation, non-segregation of races, 
President Truman’s so-called Civil Rights Pro- 
gram socialized medicine, increase of minimum 
wage rates legislation, “subordination of specu- 
lation and the profit motive to the creative and co- 
operative spirit,” ‘social planning and control of 
the credit and monetary systems and the economic 
processes for the common good,” and other social- 
istic legislation that would put into effect planned 
and managed economy, thereby increasing the pres- 
ent trend toward nacional socialism and collectiv- 
ism. The Council has also gone on record in favor 
oi organizing agricultural labor so as to give this 
labor “the benefits of trade unionism.” 
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Recently our Moderator, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
made this appeal: ‘“‘Let the church be the church, 
not a political action committee or a foreign policy 
making organization.” In 1915 our General As- 
sembly, in criticizing the activities and objectives 
of the Federal Council, stated: “‘Is it not, then, of 
the greatest importance that we guard the pure 
evangel from accretions that may turn us aside 
from our great mission and dissipate our energies 
on the perishing things of time, when they should 
be concentrated on and consecrated to the mighty 
things of eternity?” 


There are conscientious members of our church 
who believe that the Southern Presbyterian Church 
should remain within the Federal Council of 
Churches and, as they state, “fight from the in- 
side.”” The record plainly shows that this “fighting 
from the inside’? has been a complete failure. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church’s affiliation 
with the Federal Council continues on account of 
the fact that very few of the more than 600,000 
members of the Southern Presbyterian Church have 
been given the facts regarding the economic, po- 
litical, social and racia! activities and objectives of 
the Federal Council. If the congregations of the 
more than 3,500 churches of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church are fully informed by the Session 
of each of these churches it is safe to predict that 
the Commissioners at our General Assembly would 
vote overwhelmingly in favor of withdrawing from 
the Federa] Council of Churches. 


Life Under The Communists 
By Rev. Frank A. Brown 


S. S. General Gordon, 
Homeward Bound, 
April 1, 1949. 

TIME AND LIFE magazines have put Hsuchowfu 
(Suchow) on the map. Their pictures show our 
North Kiangsu country—side to perfection, and 
one look at the faces of the people shows you how 
greatly they need the Gospel. 

Twenty-five newspaper men from all over the 
world visited our city by special plane, to cover 
the battles that raged for 55 days around us. A 
New York Times man wired, “‘Send news, the whole 
world is watching the battle”. I replied, asking his 
help in getting medical supplies for the wounded. 
He did. Ambassador Stuart and ECA sent us by 
special plane that reached me, at 3 A. M. a splendid 
supply, that Mr. Walter and I distributed to the 
many hospitals and to the P.O.S.’s. Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek, in answer to a telegram from me also 
co-operated prom] tly 


I have been previously under the Communists 
several times, this time for eleven weeks. It is an 
experience a missionary needs, to complete his 
education—kind of a post-graduate course. The 
enormous Nationalist armies poured from the city 
by our doors routed but not looting and the Com- 
munists rolled in about midnight. They banged at 
our front gate and said, “‘we understand this is an 
American hospital and three Americans are living 
here, we will not disturb them.” They treated the 
church and Mr. and Mrs. Walter (U.S.A. Presby- 
terians, who are carrying on still for us) and my- 
self kindly. On leaving, the highest official I met 
said, ‘‘Tell the American people how well we have 
treated you.’”’ But when drifting down the Grand 
Canal, my fellow travelers on the little boat said, to 


me “Don’t you tell them anything of the kind.’ Up 
to the time I left, they had not interfered with 
hospital, schools nor churches. All the work was 
going on about as usual. But the Chinese people 
fear the Communists still, they are not sure that 
the leopard has changed his spots. 


The opportunities for service were unlimited 
Ten thousand wounded soldiers packed the empty 
buildings, five hundred of them laying on the 
floors of our high school, Tetanus was prevalent 
though I did all I could to get a supply flown in 
and to get it used. The opportunities for witnessing 
were not neglected. Our students helped. One lad 
sat by the side of a dying soldier, holding his 
hand, and telling him the story of the dying thief, 
as life ebbed, he seemed to find peace and forgive- 
ness. Soldiers of both sides gladly received the 
Gospels. These had been given us in quantity by 
the Pocket Testament League, and were beautifully 
printed. 


Inquirers showed courage. A few weeks after 
the city had been “‘liberated’’-—as we are taught to 
call the capture of the city—twenty-three candi- 
dates were publicly received and baptized in one 
of our four city churches that seats 900 people. 
The church was nearly full. In the country at 
Hsiao Hsien 30 were publicly received. We held ow 
usual winters training classes for leaders. 130 
registered delegates met for eight days. Many Com- 
munist soldiers occupied the same yard where wi 
met but did not molest us. 


The trip out was without incident, though a 
bit hazardous in crossing no man’s land. An arm) 
truck, travelling as much as possible at night, to 
avoid bombs brought us most of the way. I secured 
permission to visit the ruins of our Tsing-Kiang 
Pu, hospital—the largest we had in the world. 
One look was all I could stand, The two fin 
main buildings all gone. All the other buildings 
at both compounds, still standing though som¢ 
houses have the wood work torn out. But thé 
Christians are worshipping unmolested. 


At Chinkiang I found the Misses Wood, Wort 
and Dunlop, enthusiastically carrying on the wo1 
in the great Goldsby King Hospital. At Haichow Ed 
Currie is holding the fort all alone, though h 
could come out if he did not feel his work is s 
important. The commanding Communist officer in 
vited him to dinner, and during the conversation 
that followed, said, “I hear you have had a presi- 
dential election in America.” “Yes’’ You had thre: 
candidates I believe, ‘Yes’, ‘“‘Well now Mr. Currie, 
had you been home would you have voted fo1 
Wallace or Dewey or Truman’’? This rather put Ed 
on the spot, but looking him straight in the ey: 
he replied, “‘Truman”, “‘That’s alright said th 
general.’”’ But later he told one of his subordinates; 
“That man Currie is tops.’”’ Had he said Wallace, | 
would not have believed him, I would have known 
he was lying.” 


Down at Taichow, the Richardsons and Dr. Nel- 
son are blazing a new trail—a kind of Pilot Proje 
They are keeping a record of their experiences 
which will be of great value to the rest of the 
Mission. 


The Church leaders out here are anxious to kn 
the reaction of the home church to this pers 
cution of the church in China. 


Tell the American church “they say, not to giv 
up hope nor be discouraged.” Missionaries ha\ 
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ilso given me messages of good cheer, advising 
that we continue to carry on. Our own mission is 
now calling for a few new missionaries to come 
to China at once. 

It has been hard to see so much suffering and be 
able to do so little, Eight big four-motored planes 
bombed our city in January. Thirty-five of the 
wounded were brought to our hospital, of whom 
ten died, at our door or upon the operating 
tables. 

It is no use to try to describe the heart aches 
we all feel who have had to leave China at such a 
time; with so many unfinished tasks, and with our 
Christians so pathetically needing sympathy and 
guidance. But the Lord is in the midst of His 
Church. 

During these days of uncertainty and danger we 
have been conscious as never before, of the sus- 
taining power of the prayers of the home church. 
Keep it up. Our 27 missionaries still in China are 
in great need, what are they among so many? 


Bits From The Book 


Separation - Association - Proclamation: Mark 

3:13-15. 

1. Separation: “He.. 
would.” 

. Association: “ ... that they should be with 
Him.”’ 

3. Proclamation: that He might send them 
forth to preach, and to have power... ” 





. calleth unto Him whom He 


Separation from the world unto Christ, and asso- 
ciation with Him results in preaching with power. 
The SAP is the life of the tree! 
THE LORD’*’S SUPPER 
(First Corinthians 11 :23-26) 
Incarnation. “‘The Lord Jesus ... took bread.” 
(Verse 23; John 6:51). “The Son of God be- 
came man by taking unto Himself a true 
body ... ”’ (Shorter Catechism). 
Expiation. “He brake it.” (Verse 24). “I lay 
down my life... ” (John 10:17). 
3. Substitution. “... broken for you.” (Verse 24). 
“Who His own self bear our sins in His own 
body on the tree...” (I Peter 2:24). 


. take, eat.”’ (Verse 24). 


7 
Ae 


Invitation. ‘ 


5. Commemoration, “... This do in rememberance 
of Me.” (Verses 24,25). 


Proclamation. ... ye do proclaim the Lord’s 
death.” (Verse 26 R.V.) 


Expectation. “ . till He come.”’ (Verse 26). 


These verses give the whole story from the cradle 
to the coming. —J.H.V. 


Lighthouse Oil 


Materlinck tells of a lighthouse that stood in a 
village by the sea. Here dwelt humble fisher-folk. 
One winter when their season’s catch had been 
poor, their cottages were dark, because they lacked 
money to buy oil for their lamps. The keeper of 
the lighthouse, loving them, gave them of the oil 
that was intended for the great lantern. Thus 
used, the supply failed, the lighthouse was dark, 
and great ships were shattered upon the rocks. 
Oh, the tragedy that lies in giving one’s oil for 
secondary needs! 
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$944 764 in Annuity Gifts 


to support 


On April 1, 1949, our Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions had in force a total of 474 
annuity gift contracts, through which $944,- 
764.92 will be made available for the support 
of Foreign Missions while life-time annuities 
at a good rate of interest are guaranteed to 
the donors. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation 
for over fifty years, during which time every 
annuity contract has been met promptly and 


in full. 


Interest rates vary, depending upon the age 
of the annuitant, but in practically every case 
are higher than present-day rates on other 
high-grade investments. Liberal income tax 
exemptions are another feature worth con- 
sidering. 


lf you want to give, and at the same time 
enjoy a generous return on your money, 
write today for full information about our 


Annuity Gift Plan. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 — Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 








Columbia Theological Seminary 


Q.13. Did our first parents continue in the estate 
wherein they were created? 

A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom 
of their own will, fell from the estate wherein they 
were created, by sinning against God. 


Think a moment. What is it that you have that 
is your very own, that even God did not give 
you? Sin. God made all things good, Sin has made 
devils and men very bad. 


According to the covenant of works Adam was 
tested in order that if he stood the test he might 
be established or confirmed in holiness. He was 
able to stand but free to fall. Freedom of the will 
is the power to choose one of the different ways 
that are before one. Adam could eat the forbidden 
fruit, or he could refuse it. Freedom of his will 
meant this power to decide. But choosing to eat 
was disobeying God. 


After man sinned and fell from the good estate 
or condition in which God had made him he was 
no longer so free as before. Fallen man was free 
to choose the evil, but he did not have power in 
himself to come back to God and His goodness— 
sin barred the way. Unfallen man had full power 
to obey and live or disobey and die. Fallen man lost 
this power. He still has the power to obey His 
own will. He still has self-will. But the self is 
now bad. 


I am bad and so my will is bad unless and until 
God by His gracious Holy Spirit gives me a new 
will for Christ’s sake. When God in His grace 
creates me anew in Christ, God calls my will to 
obey Him and do right, but the flesh still pulls 
it toward evil, The Christian thus lives with two 
pulls upon him. When he is glorified he is con- 
firmed in holiness. Then he will do only good. 
And he will do good freely, of his own will. Since 
he then is good, his will is good. 


Q.14. What is sin? 


A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the law of God. 


Take a pencil and draw a line freehand from the 
top to the bottom of a sheet of paper. Now take 
a. ruler and place it beside your freehand line. 
Make a sharp straight line alongside the ruler. 
Wherever your first line varies from the line of 
the ruler that is “a want of conformity unto” the 
ruled line. Now draw a third line, a horizontal 
line, crossing the two vertical lines. Where the 
horizontal line ‘‘steps across’? the vertical line that 
is “a transgression of’ that line. God has given 
us His law to direct our lives. As we measure our- 
selves by this law we find where we fail to con- 
form to His rule and where we step across or 
transgress the line He has given, 


Some sins are failing to do what God tells us 
to do. We call these sins of omission. God tells 
us to honor our fathers and our mothers. When I 
fail to honor my mother, I commit a sin of omis- 
sion. Other sins are doing what God tells us not 
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to do. We call these sins of commission. God tells 
me not to steal. If I take an apple from the 
grocer when he is not looking that is a sin of com- 
mission. John tells us that sin is the transgression 
of the law. It is stepping across one of God’s com- 
mandments. 


Sin is an evil. Sin is that evil which is against 
the law. Sin is the greatest of all evils because 
it is against God the giver of the law. God made 
us and gave us every good thing we have. God 
is most wise, most holy, and most loving. In Jesus 
Christ God so loved us as to come and die to save 
us. And sin is attacking this loving heavenly 
Father, fighting against our best Friend, rebelling 
against the hoiy Lord of men and angels, breaking 
the law of the allwise Creator. 


Q.15. What was the sin whereby our first par- 
ents fell from the estate wherein they were cre- 
ated? 


A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from 
the estate wherein they were created, was their 
eating the forbidden fruit. 


There was no evil in the fruit itself. The evil lay 
in man’s eating it against the express command 
of God. To try man’s obedience God forbade it 
to be eaten. God took an external thing, in itself 
indifferent in order to test man’s obedience on the 
point of the will of God, to make man’s obedience 
a conscious choice. 


“Not that I tasted of the tree, my son, 
Was in itself the cause of my exile, 

3ut only my transgression of the mark 
Assigned me.” —Adam to Dante. 


Adam began by doubting God’s Word. In disbelief 
of God the first pair listened co Satan. Finding 
God’s Word and Satan’s word directly contradic- 
tory, they decided to be the judge. They rejected 
God’s interpretation, and accepted their own in- 
terpretation. Man’s reason presumed to judge God’s 
Word. His pride led Adam to put his opinion above 
God’s declared will, Proud man disobeyed the will 
of his Creator. As unbelief was the root of the 
fall, so faith alone unites us to God (Augustine). 





The Trinity 


The doctrine of the Trinity! that is the sub- 
stance, that is the ground and fundamental of all, 
for by this doctrine and this only the man is made 
a Christian; and he that has not this doctrine his 
profession is not worth a button. 


The doctrine of the Trinity! you may ask me 
what this is? I answer, it is that doctrine that 
showeth us the love of God the Father in giving 
His Son, the love of God the Son in giving Him- 
self, and the love of the Lord the Spirit in His 
work of regenerating us, that we may be made 
able to lay hold of the love of the Father by His 
Son, and so enjoy eternal life by grace. 


—John Bunyan. 
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Now used daily in more than 100,000 American homes and schools 


CHILD'S STORY 
BIBLE 


BY CATHERINE F. VOS 


Complete, true-to-the-Bible, 
Carefully designed for Children 


Here is the complete Bible narrative that in simple language gives the 
child not a jumbled notion of events, but a clear understanding of 
the trend and purpose behind them. Its interesting, vivid stories are 
heartily approved by pastors, psychologists, and educators, in count- 
less schools, and by children and parents alike. Written in a color- 
ful, personal style, the stories are told with scrupulous fidelity to 
the Bible. The author was a born story teller, a beloved teacher. 
She knew and loved children; she also knew and loved the Bible. 


“Tt is our honest belief that no book has appeared in this genera- 
tion that could be more useful in home and church life, than Vos’ 
Childs Story Bible. Judged on the basis of its marvelous simplicity, 
its grand style, its reverent language, it is without a peer.” —JoHN 
R. RicHarpson, Southern Presbyterian Journal. 

“The author has a clear, direct way of telling 

her stories and of explaining gently and 

sensibly the portions which are 

usually difficult for the 

child’s mind to grasp.” 

Christian Monitor. 


Handsome, sturdy 
binding, gold-stamped. Will 
give many years of steady service. 





36 full-page, full-color 
illustrations, carefully se- 
lected for maximum in- 
terest. 


“We have read some of these 
stories to our children and the 
unusual interest which the 
fresh, vivid style helped to 
create speaks enthusiastically 
for the success of this volume. 
The presentation is thoroughly 
reverent and_ evangelical.” 
—Walther League Messenger. 


Striking Jacket Design in 
two Colors. 584 pages, strong, high 
quality paper, popular 6x9 size; $3.95 





“The best summary of the Bible in story form that is anywhere available.” 


—Christianity Today 


Order From: The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 
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How Will Jesus Return? 


By Willis Thompson 


“This same Jesus shall so come again in 
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven,” 
said the two angelic messengers to the people who 
saw Jesus ascend. How did they see Him go? He 
was detached from the ordinary forces that hold 
a human body to the earth. He was independent of 
them and superior to them at the same time that 
He used them. The Creator was simply using His 
creation in a new way—new, at least to the be- 
holders. So they beheld Him go. 


Again, they saw Him go into the heavens. In 
the same way, He will return. Heaven is the type 
of all that is bright and exalted. It is above our 
level. There the golden sunlight is spread and 
storms rush with stupendous power in orderly 
violence. Toward heaven our vision carries just 
so far; then it fades out in the mystery of things 
that are beyond our ken. From heaven comes the 
salvation of God, which breaks the load of earth 
and draws a man godward. From heaven Jesus 
will come again. ' 

Scoffers like Fosdick, the preacher, repeat the 
words of other scoffers who say that God’s people 
all over the world cannot see the same appearing 
of Christ from heaven; for some men look over- 
head in one direction and other men on the far side 
of the globe look overhead in the opposite di- 
rection. But the quibbles of scoffers are erased 
if we read the Bible’s outline of events. A human 
mind is not the yardstick of what occurs or can yet 
occur. To try such a requirement on the acts of 
God is ludicrous on one side and incredibly con- 
ceited on the other. There will be first the flash 
of alarm, as Jesus says, appearing like lightening 
that is seen from horizon to horizon; or like the 
flash of a radio signal that starts here and is 
heard in a trice all over the earth. 


Then the angels go with their kindly authority 
and gather from the whole earth the favored peo- 
ple of Christ. Because there are many, there would 
be no room for them to gather conveniently on 
the ground. They are caught up into the air, show- 
ing the same powers as those that marked Christ 
as He departed. There is plenty of room aloft. 
“We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is.”’ The shackles of earth are shaken off; a new 
aspect of creation and the Creator’s powers comes 
into play. An advance in the revelation of God 
is afoot. Something beyond what we have seen 
up to the present is at work when Christ returns. 


The question then that stirs every mind is how 
He will return. Two men in heavenly apparel 
stayed a while after Jesus disappeared and gave 
a brief advice to those who lingered and gazed. 
The angelic visitors turned these people back to 
devoted effort among men as they stayed at their 
earthly activities, in work or homelife or worship. 
Well could they return with confidence; Jesus 
had assured them that He would be with them to 
the end of the world and the age. He had as- 
sured them several times that He would send His 
Holy Spirit into them and around them for their 
direction, comfort, aid. He did not leave them 
alone. 


When He returns, the angels who are His 
heavenly associates will be with Him in the same 
manner as His disciples saw Him when He dg¢- 


parted. The angels were deeply concerned with 
His first advent. The word angel means mes- 
senger or helper, The angels in the parable that 
tells of the return of Christ in judgment help by 
sorting the tares from the wheat and burning the 
tares. The angels in the coming of the Lord, we 
read, will go everywhere to gather the chosen 
people of God who are now marked with the divine 
name, invisible to human eyes but plain to the 
eyes of the heavenly messengers at all times. And 
their aid will be given according unto the need of 
the hour. 

There will be a new regime when He comes 
from heaven. We read that the sign of the Son 
of Man will appear in heaven. What is it? No de- 
scription is given. None is needed; perhaps it would 
not be understood if offered. Many of the common 
activities of nature are explainable only in terms 
of complex mathematics, which few can under- 
stand. God, who made the sun, the day, the dark- 
ness has multitudes of unused or unrevived ener- 
gies that may serve Him among us when and 
where and how He requires. Even a simple advance 
in scientific findings is enough to introduce 
surprising novelties and call forth praise from peo- 
ple who are honest enough to speak and unblight- 
ed by the pride that gags the godless. A new dis- 
play of force such as we have not seen may easily 
break forth and cause all men to recognize the 
hand and authority of God who said, “Let there be 
light.”” The sign of the Son of man will be plainly 
understood by all. Many will rejoice and many 
w.ll be terrified. 


With that sign, there comes the trumpet of 
the head angel, Michael. The shout we read of 
in connection with the coming of Christ and the 
holy angels is a shout of deliverance, of relief for 
pent up desires, a shout of joy and bounty as the 
full favors of Christ spread forth for His people, 
when the wicked liberties of sinners come to an 
end over all the earth. 


All shall see Jesus when He comes. He told the 
priests who judged Him foully that they would 
see Him in the place of power, coming in the 
clouds. He speaks of His coming in the glory of 
the Father, with the glorified saints who have been 
with Him in heaven. The men of Israel knew Him 
as a babe, a lad, a carpenter, and later as a man 
who worked widely in their native land, giving con- 
tinuous offense to many of them because of the 
close, exacting statements that applied to thei 
own self satisfied and highly self-respecting lives 
They disliked the way in which He won the at- 
tention and allegiance of people as they could not 
do it. They were jealous of the attention He got 
and the power He used on the bodies and minds of 
men. They were bitter when He expressed His 
scorn of their ceremonies, rituals, pompous vest- 
ments and the pettiness that goes with this sort 
of religious glamor. For rituals are only put forth 
by those whose religion is impoverished. They 
heard about His warn.ngs against their use o! 
misuse of God’s name in connection with thei 
leadership; and some got it directly from Him. 
They saw Him at work among men in this way 
and they sent Him to the cross and the tomb which 
they sealed and guarded. And thus Christ let 
Himself be manhandled, abused and sacrificed in 
order to finish the work He had to do. 
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But when the authorities see Him next, it will 
be in another position. He will be high and aggres- 
sive, with all power in His hand. The work of re- 
demption was finished long ago; “There remaineth 
no further sacrifice for sins.” Once for all, it 
was done. He has nothing further to do in that 
way. When He comes next, it will not be with 
apppeals to the resentful, the stubborn, the way- 
ward. The time of appeals is over. All that activity 
is finished. Men have abused it long enough. The 
abuse men make of their freedom to resist and 
reject and quibble with the gospel is at an end. As 
Paul says, “He comes in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and obey not 
the voice of His gospel.” No longer will His 
patience be abused and His glory be offset by the 
bad use men make of their liberties. Now He 
comes with a demand and none can stay the out- 
come. None can set aside the order of the day. 
This is how Christ returns. 


With Him come His rewards. The parable tells 
of the ten virgins of whom half were taken into 
the glorious place prepared as only God can pre- 
pare. Another parable tells of the heavenly favors, 
magnified enormously above anything that this 
earth has been able to afford; a man with ten tal- 
ents which were well used being placed over ten 
cities. 


And for those who have long been in the ground, 
their spirits being with Christ, their bodies being 
dissolved in the decay of all things earthly, these 
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words come into effect at the coming of Christ, 
the first resurrection; they shall not be left be- 
hind. Their bodies shall be caught up and made 
like the glorified body of Christ according to the 
mighty working whereby He is able to subdue all 
things to Himself; the same mighty work that 
draws our bodies together out of clay here and 
sets them to work by the set of laws about which 
we know a little. The rest of the dead, being lost 
and outside of Christ, remain in the grip of death 
until a later resurrection, when all the dead shall 
come forth to be judged in the final settlement 
of eternity. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For June 


June 19: Mark That Date 


Call to Worship: Proverbs 3:1-6. 

Opening Hymn: “I Would Be Like Jesus.” 

Scripture Lesson: Philippians 4:4-9. 

Evening Prayer: (Let the one who is to lead this 
prayer be told ahead of time and let him read 
the prayer in Presbyterian Youth as a guide to 
his preparation. ) 


Leader’s Introduction 


When my little girl was too young to go to 
school I used to do things for her and then say to 
her, “Here I am spending all my time and money 
on you and for what? Some day you will come 
bringing a little drip home and say, ‘Here he is 
Dad, I want to marry him.” My little girl started 
to school this year and the third day she came 
walking down the street with a boy and into the 
house and announces, “Dad, I’ve got that drip.” 


From the very earliest period of our lives we 
in America are allowed a great deal of freedom 
in associating with those of the other sex and from 
the time we start to school we know that sooner 
or later we are going to meet a prince charming 
or beautiful princess whom we shall escort to the 
marriage altar and with whom we shall live happily 
ever after. 


But today one out of every three couples who 
arrive at that altar does not live happily ever 
after but breaks up in divorce. Something has 
gone wrong. The beautiful dream has become a 
night mare. What happened? Before the judge 
the couple give a list as long as your arm of things 
that are wrong, but actually the things that caused 
the marriage to go wrong happened back in the 
period of dating before the marriage was ever 
begun. 


If trouble begins in the dating period how shall 
we date? What is the purpose of dating? All too 
often our answers to these questions come from 
Hollywood or from watching how others behave. 
To answer these questions as Christian young peo- 
ple we must go back to the Word of God and be 
sure that our motives are right and then follow 
practical steps that are in harmony with our 
motives. 


Let us turn to some words of Paul in the Word 
of God and get our hearts on the right motives and 
our lives on the right beam and we can move 
right on in to find the answers to our questions. 
Won’t several of you answer these questions from 
First Corinthians 10:31-11:1? 


Talk Number 1 


Living For God’s Glory 
(Read I Cor. 10:31) 


Before we can decide why we date and how we 
ought to behave we must first of all decide why 
we are alive anyhow. If we are true born again 
Christians we are not our own, we have been bought 
with the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He lives in our hearts, and He has left us alive 


here below for the purpose of doing a work for 
Him. If we then are true Christians we must truly 
resolve that whatever we do—eat, drink, work, 
play, or date, we will do all to the glory of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We will go where He wants us 
to go and do what He wants us to do. 


If this is the supreme motive of our lives, then 
a lot of our dating problems will be solved. Whom 
shall I date? Any one who is pleasing to the 
Lord Jesus Christ by being the kind of a person 
that Christ wants men to be. What shall I do on a 
date? Those things that belong to Christian fellow- 
ship. You and I know without any one telling us 
that a lot of the young people of our day live 
lives that are not pleasing to the Lord and you 
and I know that a lot of young people want to do 
things on dates that are not what God wants us 
to do. If living for the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is our supreme motive for life, then these 
people are off our date lists and these practises 
are out. 


Talk Number 2 
Giving None Offence 
(Read 1 Cor. 10:32) 


Last night I had a talk with a young fellow 
who had just been to the Country Club. He told 
me of a boy at the club last night who is an 
alcoholic, one drink and he goes off on a drunk 
that lasts for weeks. He has been trying through 
the AA’s to get back on his feet. Last night a 
group of fellows were out at the club drinking their 
cocktails. They took this young fellow and tried 
to force him to take a drink. They were definitely 
an offence to him in his weakness. In view of 
what alcohol does to so many people can a Chris- 
tian who earnestly desires the welfare of all go 
out on dates where alcoholic drinks are served 
and take part, not only running the risk of ruin- 
ing their own lives but running the risk of sharing 
in the ruin of others? 


The other night I was in a group of people down 
town and I overheard some fellows talking. Their 
conversation ran along this line. They mentioned 
a certain dance. They also mentioned the names 
of certain girls. Then they agreed that they would 
take the girls by for a few beers, then to the 
dance, and by then they would be loosened up to 
where they would do anything the fellows wished. 
Can a Christian young person participate in any 
such customs that are so fraught with possibili- 
ties of ruining the lives of young people? 


Recently some figures were released that showed 
how a great number of men who lost their jobs 
and went to jail for embezzling had begun stealing 
from the boss to cover up gambling losses in friend- 
ly games. Can a Christian have anything to do with 
the spot card game that has done so much to wreck 
and damn the lives of people through the centuries? 


Thus we begin to see that Christian young peo- 
ple must not only be careful to see that on their 
dates they do what is pleasing to God but that 
they also for Christ’s sake and for the sake of 
others refrain from doing anything that would 
offend some one else and cause him to stumble 
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and fall. This is the measure of our concern for 
Christ and for those for whom He died, 
Talk Number 3 
Living Pleasingly With All 
(Read I Cor. 10:33 And 11:1) 

As we begin to talk about how we Christians 
should live only for the glory of God and refrain 
from all things that offend we’ are on dangerous 
ground spiritually. It is mighty easy to feel that 
we are better than others because we don’t do 
some things that they do, and our self-righteous 
attitude will make us spiritual snobs. Nothing 
Ss more abominable in the sight of God and dis- 
tasteful to the very ones we should win for Christ. 


We need to learn how to stand fast for the 
Lord while not walking in the way of the un- 
godly, and yet being so friendly, likable, and 
genuine with these very people that we please them 
and win their respect and friendship. No man 
ever stood more firmly for the truth and so 
separate from sin as our Lord Jesus Christ, and 

with it all He had such sincere love and 
interest in all kinds of people that all kinds of 
people loved Him. We must stand for Christ and 
separate from sin, yet in such a way as to be 
friends of all who need real Christian friendship. 
One of the greatest Christian testimonies that 
we can bear is to have people like us and respect 
us. One of our worst testimonies is to have people 
hate to have us around, except of course at certain 
times when they are definitely doing those things 
that the Lord condemns. 
Talk Number 4 
My Dating Responsibility 
With this Christian background in mind we are 


now ready to understand the purpose of dating and 
how we ought to behave. 


While we are in the dating period of our lives 
we must remember that “There is safety in num- 
bers” and “Variety is the spice of life.’’ Dating is 
not for high-powered “pitching of woo” not for 
finding the “fone and only.” The dating period is 
for knowing all kinds of people under all sorts of 
circumstances so that you can know what kind of 
person you really do like. 


The dating period is a time for group activities, 
not cuddling off in the corner alone. If you want 
to know how much you will enjoy being alone with 
with a person over a period of time don’t get by 
yourself with him; watch him in action within a live 
wire group and see how he gets along. 

The dating period is the time to develop the 


ability to be thoughtful and understanding of 
others. 


The dating period is a time to know all about 
all sorts so you can know what you like. 
Leader’s Summary: Eight Thoughts for Dates in 
Presbyterian Youth, 


Questions and Answer Period: Use questions and 
answers in Presbyterian Youth. 
Closing Hymn: “I Would Be True.” 


Benediction. 





June 26: Will You Marry Me? 


Opening Hymn: “Love Divine All Loves Excelling.” 
Invocation: (Suggested one in Presbyterian Youth). 
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Scripture Lesson: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. 
Poem: Use one quoted in Presbyterian Youth from 
“The Mirror.” 
Leader’s Introduction 


When you and I have gone beyond that dating 
period about which we talked last week and come 
to that place where we are definitely interested 
in the one and only with whom we want to spend 
the rest of our lives we are out of the dating 
period and into the courtship period. If you de- 
velop the right attitudes toward marriage and each 
other now your problems are already half way 
avoided. But what are these attitudes? 


Talk Number 1 
The Right Slant On Marriage 


We have been through a period in America when 
people tried to tell us that marriage came from 
the monkeys and so men have gone into marriage 
and made monkeys of themselves. Others have tried 
to tell us that marriage came as a means of giving 
society protection in the birth of children, so many 
people have felt that marriage could be picked 
up and set down at will so long as society was 
satisfied. Others have told us that it was nothing 
more than the way to legally satisfy the mating in- 
stinect, so many have exalted the physical relation- 
ship and appeal as the high end of marriage and 
have laid marriage aside as soon as the physical 
no longer thrilled. If we go into marriage with 
any of these attitudes we are bound to miss its 
real meaning and be tempted to lay it aside when 
it suits us to do so. 


We must remember that marriage originated 
with God and was given to man for the promotion 
of man’s happiness, the propagation of the race, 
and the glory of God. It is not an institution that 
we can take and use for ourselves and lay aside. 
It is something that we undertake for God and 
use for Him throughout all of life. It is true that in 
doing of it we find our greatest usefulness and 
highest joy, and yet we don’t find these things 
unless we prepare for marriage by keeping in 
mind that marriage is from God and is for God 
through the love of one good man for one good 


woman through all of life. When we remember this 
we can not thoughtlessly enter into the sacred 
relationship, 
Talk Number 2 
The Right Attitude In Marriage 


The story books used to say that they were mar- 
ried and lived happily ever after, just like that. 
The truth of the matter is that love and happiness 
just begin at marriage, and most of the happiness 
is going to depend on what kind of a person you 
make yourself. If you make yourself the right kind 
of person you will build a happy marriage. 


When you leave the marriage altar you will 
have a happy marriage if you have built sound atti- 
tudes toward your lover in the courtship period and 
keep on building them throughout all of life 
When you begin to feel “that funny itching 
around your heart that you can’t scratch” and 
know that you are falling in love what do you do? 
You begin to try to make yourself just as attrac- 
tive physically as possible in what you wear and 
in how you watch your appearance. Then keep on 
doing it for life. You try to be just as agreeable 
as possible and always try to please the one you 
love. Then go on doing for life. You try to put 
your best foot forward and be just what you want 
your lover to think you are, then go on being what 
he or she wants. It is these fundamental attitudes 
toward each other that make love endure and 
make married life in all its intimacy and interde- 
pendence attractive and it is not some strange 
ingrediant inherent in love that makes marriag¢ 
work automatically. 


So when we begin to feel the love bug biting we 
ought to examine ourselves and see if we have 
the right slant toward the institution of marriage 
and if we have the right slant toward the one we 
love, the attitude that will make close living a new 
harmony instead of discord. 


Personality Quiz: Use Here Personality Quiz and 
“How Am I Inside’”’ in Presbyterian Youth, 


Hymn: “More Like The Master.’ 


Benediction. 








Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For June 19: Jesus 
Rises From The Dead 


Scripture: Mark 16:1-8; John 21:1-17; 1 Corin- 
thians 15:12-19. Devotional Reading: Luke 24:21- 
32. 

Our Devotional Reading consists of the closing 
verses of Luke’s account of the appearance of 
Jesus to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus. 
As is the case with all the disciples, these two are 
disheartened and discouraged. “But we trusted,” 
they say to their unknown companion; not, ‘‘we 
trust.”’ Their faith had suffered relapse, but the 
news given by the women, of His resurrection, had 
awakened their interest, if not hope. 

He upbraids them for being “slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken.’ He 
expounds to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. (And yet we have some men 
today who say to their students that there are no 


prophecies in the Old Testament about Christ! 
Truly, all the “fools” are not dead, and some sit 
in University chairs.) 

After becoming known to them in the breaking 
of bread, He vanishes out of their sight. “And they 
said one to another, Did not our heart burn with- 
in us, while He talked with us by the way, and 
while He opened to us the Scriptures”? 

May our hearts “burn within us” as we try 
meditate upon this lesson today! Surely there is no 
subject in all the realm of spiritual truth which 
is better calculated to kindle within us a “lively 
hope” and a burning zeal. Paul concludes his grea‘ 
classic on the Resurrection with these words; 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of tl 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord.” As a Foundation for ou! 
Faith, as a dynamic Force in our lives, as a Blessed 
Fact which gives us inspiration and hope, there 
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is no other teaching which surpasses this one, or 
even equals it. 


“At the resurrection, believers, being raised 
up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged, and 
acquitted in the day of judgment, and made per- 
fectly blessed in the full enjoying of God to all 
eternity.” If man’s chief end is to glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever, then the resurrection is the 
capstone of the whole Plan of Redemption, for it 
guarantees this “full enjoying of God to all 
eternity.”’ Let us be exceedingly grateful that this 
doctrine, which means so much to us, is “the best 
attested fact in history.” Our lesson brings out 
part of these infallible proofs of the Resurrection 
of our Lord. 


I. The Women Convinced of His Resurrection: 
Mark 16:1-8. 


“Last at the cross, and first at the tomb”: this 
is a mark of honor for these devoted women. 


But they were not thinking of His Resurrection! 
They did not come to the sepulchre to greet a risen 
Savior, but to anoint the body of a dead Savior 
and Friend. The thing furthest from their thoughts 
was that they would not find Him there in the 
grave. This is seen even more clearly when we 
compare the account in John 20:1-18. Mary Magda- 
lene was not dreaming that He was alive. She 
said to Him, supposing Him to be the gardener, 
Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, teli me where 
thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 
Their question as they approached the sepulchre, 
“Who shall roll away the stone from the door,” 
shows again that they fully expected to find His 
body still in the tomb. 


Their surprise and fear are unmistakably genu- 
ine. The vision of the “young men” added to their 
perplexity and amazement. 


His words were reassuring, but not readily be- 
lieved, either by them, or by the disciples, when 
they went and reported what they had seen and 
heard. There is no way of “explaining away” this 
simple, natural, and convincing account of His 
appearance to these women: the only thing which 
could have convinced them, and that is the fact 
of His being alive. 


II. The Disciples Convinced of His Resurrection: 
John 21:1-17. 


Neither was it an easy matter to persuade the 
Disciples that He was indeed risen from the dead. 
They were completely disheartened and discour- 
aged. The “we had trusted” that He was the 
Messiah expresses the attitude of all the eleven, 
it seems. They had believed, but their faith had 
vanished, or dwindled to a small spark. Their hopes 
had been blasted; their Messiah was dead and 
buried, and their hope dead and buried with Him. 


John seems to have been the first one of them 
to believe, but only after he had seen with his 
own eyes the empty tomb and the folded grave 
clothes. The others gradually came to realize the 
tremendous truth and the fact which changed their 
“saddest day” to their “gladdest day.” Thomas 
was the last to be thoroughly convinced, and we 
are familiar with the story of how he was finally 
persuaded of the truth, when he saw and believed. 


The selection from John gives us what may be 
called the culminating proof of His resurrection. 
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Seven of the eleven are together, and Simon Peter 
says to them, “I go a fishing.”’ They say to him, 
we also go with thee. Is there here some hint that 
their doubts and despondency are returning? Is 
Peter thinking of going back to his old occu- 
pation? 


Jesus is standing on the shore, but they do not 
recognize Him. He asks them the question, Chil- 
dren, have ye any meat? and when they say, No, 
He commands them to cast the net on the right 
side of the boat. They obey, and are not able to 
draw the net. John says to Peter, It is the Lord. In 
his impetuous way, Peter immediately swims ashore. 
The miraculous draught of fish convinced them 
all of His reality. 


One of these men, and we may say, the most 
important, as far as leadership is concerned, needs 
more than the conviction that His Lord is indeed 
risen; he needs the assurance of his forgiveness 
and restoration. I feel sure that Simon Peter was 
still carrying a burden—the burden of his weak 
and cowardly denial of his Master. In the conver- 
sation which follows, after the searching question, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me?, thrice re- 
peated, Peter is commanded to Feed My sheep; 
Feed My lambs. It was very necessary for the one 
who was to be the leader, until Paul arises, to 
have this blessed assurance. We cannot lead others 
with a load upon our own hearts, and any uncer- 
tainty about our own standing: there must be 
“nothing between” us and our Savior, if we are to 
be His witnesses, 


III. Paul is Convinced of His Resurrection: [| 
Corinthians 15:12-28. 
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The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus is almost as 
great a miracle as the Resurrection, and almost 
as important, as a living testimony to its reality 
and power in the lives of men. Here is one who 
was not merely a doubter, but the chief opponent 
of Christ and His Church: he was a persecutor 
and a blasphemer; breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter, haling men and women and casting them 
into prison. 


We know the story of his miraculous change 
of heart, mind, and life. He saw the Lord, and 
heard His voice, so that he was not only convinced 
of His Resurrection, but was thereby qualified to 
become one of the Apostles, and we feel, the 
greatest of them all. 


Paul, the peerless theologian, in the fifteenth 
chapter of I Corinthians gives us a most logical 
and exhaustive discussion of the Resurrection; its 
Proof, Importance, Nature, and Effect. Parts of 
this well-known chapter are usually read at fu- 
nerals., 


In the verses for study, he shows us the tre- 
mendous importance of this doctrine. He points 
out the fact that if Christ is not risen, then the 
whole Glorious Gospel is meaningless, and worth- 
less. If the dead rise not, then Christ is not raised, 
our faith is vain, and we are yet in our sins, for 
the Cross has lost its power, if our Savior is but 
a dead Hero. Then, too, those whom we “have 
loved and lost awhile,” are perished: we are of 
all men most pitiable. Why? Because we have 
suffered the loss of all things for His sake. It 
cost for the early disciples to “follow Him.” They 
did not hold their lives dear unto themselves, but 
gladly sacrificed them for Him. But if He were but 
a dead Savior, what had they gained? Nothing: 
What had they lost? Everything. 


In the 21st, verse he ends all this “pessimism” 
by the triumphant note: “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead.”” Read and study, and rejoice! 





Lesson For June 26: Jesus’ 
Continuing Ministry 
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; 


Luke 24:45-53; Acts 1:1-14; Hebrews 7:25. De- 
votional Reading: I Corinthians 1:1-9. 


“God is faithful by whom ye are called unto 
the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
This verse (I Cor. 1:9) from our Devotional Read- 
ing, gives us one view of the “Continuing Min- 
istry”’ of Jesus. The Disciples had fellowship with 
Him during the three years He was on earth: 
we have fellowship with Him through His indwel- 
ling presence in our hearts. Christians are “sancti- 
fied” in Christ Jesus and “called to be saints”; 
not just a few selected ones who have been “‘canon- 
ized” by the Church, but all Christians, small and 
great, rich and poor, obscure or well-known. We 
should have the blessed experience of His abiding 
presence every day. 


“Lord Jesus, make Thyself to me 

A living, bright reality; 

More present to faith’s vision keen 
Than any worldly object seen; 
More dear, more intimately nigh, 
Than e’en the sweetest earthly tie.” 


I. The Promise back of His Command. Matthew 
28:16-20. These verses give our Lord’s Great 
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Commission: “Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
tions” etc. 


As a foundation for these “Orders” we have His 
words: “All power (authority) is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.’”’ He has the right to issus 
orders: He is the Supreme Commander of His 
great army and tells this army “Forward, March.” 
We could not dare to start on such a mission 
without His command: we dare not disobey thes 
orders of the Captain of our Salvation. A churc! 
that does disobey is a mutinous church, just as 
surely as a regiment in our army would be if it re- 
fused to “go” when the Commander-in-Chief said 
“Co’’. 


But there is far more here than a command: H: 
assures us that He is going with us. This is n 
“absentee” officer who says, “‘Go’’, but who stay 
himself behind the lines in luxurious and sa 
quarters. No! Just as the Lord stood by Pau! 
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when he was in prison, so the Lord is with us as 
we go forth to proclaim the Gospel to all the 
world. “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world.” 


His Continuing Ministry is one of Companion- 
ship. We are never alone, but always have His 
protection, His guidance, His comfort. 


Il. The Promise Kept: Mark 16:14-20. This is 
Mark’s account of the Great Commission. It is 
worded differently from Matthew, but is the same 
in essence. The Master no doubt gave these 
orders at various times and in varying form. 


There is first a rebuke for their unbelief and 
hardness of heart. He knew that faith and com- 
passion—as He was often “moved with compassion” 
—were both a necessary part of their equipment 
if they were to carry out His command. With a 
great faith and a great love for lost men, through 
the power of God, they would succeed, but with- 
out these two qualifications they would utterly 
fail, for unbelief and hardness of heart will kill 
all missionary zeal. 


There were certain “signs” which would be 
their “credentials”: casting out devils; speaking 
with new tongues; taking up serpents; drinking 
deadly things; laying hands on the sick and 
healing them, These verses, like so many others 
in the Bible, have been distorted, twisted, mis- 
construed, abused, and over-emphasized. We have 
today a cult which practices the handling of 
snakes: we have others who lay great stress on 
“speaking with tongues.” These unusual “signs” 
were the credentials of the early church, and were 
very rarely used even in those days. They are no 
longer necessary. God still heals in answer to 
prayer, and He still protects His people when oc- 
casion arises. 


In verse 20 we read of the fulfillment of His 
Promise: “And they went forth, and preached 
everywhere, the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with signs following.’ The 
Lord has been working with His people ever 
since and “signs” still follow, greater even than 
the ones mentioned above, for the Gospel has been 
transforming men all these years. He is still raising 
the dead in sin to life. 


III. The Promise of the Father: the Holy Spirit 
Luke 24:45; Acts 1:1-14. 


He opens their understanding. How necessary 
this is, if we are to bear witness to Him! In order 
to preach we must have knowledge of the Scrip- 
ture, especially of two great facts; the Atonement, 
and the Resurrection: that it behooved Christ to 
suffer and to rise again the third day. The Gospel 
centers around these two facts. 


Repentance and remission of sins could never 
be proclaimed without the foundation work of 
Christ. We are to be witnesses of these things. But 
in order to be effective witnesses we must have 
Power from on high. This is the promise of the 


Father, even the Holy Spirit Who endues us with 
Power, 


Jesus had told the Disciples that it was ex- 
pedient for them that He go away, for if He did 
not go away the Holy Spirit would not come. In 
body He left them for a season, in order that His 
Spiritual presence and power might be with them. 
While in the body there were limitations put upon 
Him; now that He was ascended to Heaven, there 
would not be these handicaps. 
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The selection from Acts enlarges upon this 
Promise which Jesus made. 


The first verse is significant. In the “former 
treatise,” (The Gospel of Luke) there is a record 
of what Jesus “began” to do before He was taken 
up: the Book of Acis continues the story and tells 
what Jesus continued to do with and through His 
Disciples, after the Holy Spirit came upon them. 
Let us remember what Lenski so often reminds us 
of, that what one Person in the Godhead does, 


God does. Jesus continued to work through the 
Holy Spirit. 


His first concern, however, was to make the 
Disciples certain of His Resurrection. This He did 
by “many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining 
to the Kingdom.”” He commands them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father: that they should be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence. 


They asked Him the very natural question, 
“wilt Thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel’? He answers, that it is not for them to 
know the times or the seasons, but reiterates the 


promise, and issues again His Command to be His 
witnesses. 
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He ascends to heaven and the two men in white 
apparel make the promise that this same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven. (See Matt. 24:30; John 14:3; I Thes. 
1:10; 4:16; Rev, 1:7, and many other passages). 
Let no one ever confuse the coming of the Holy 
Spirit with the Second Coming of our Lord. The 
two are entirely distinct and separate. 


In the Person of the Holy Spirit Jesus is here 
in the hearts of His followers, working in them 
and through them, taking out of the world a 
“neople for His own possession.’? We see how the 
Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost, and the 
marvellous transformations which took place then, 
and have taken place since then in every great 
Revival. We are hoping and praying that in these 
“last days’? there may be another world-wide and 


glorious Refreshing from on High. In this way 
Jesus is continuing His ministry. As we proclaim 
the Glorious Good News of Salvation by grace 
through faith in Him, the Holy Spirit convinces 
men of sin, of righteousness, and judgment to come, 
regenerates them, sanctifies them, and uses them 
for His messengers to other lost men. 


IV. The Ability of the Son: Hebrews’ 7:25. 
‘“‘Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He 
ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Part 
of Jesus’ priestly work was finished on the cross, 
but part of His work as our Great High Priest is a 
“continuing work’: that of continual intercession 
at the throne of God. 


So we see that part of His “Continuing Min- 
istry”’ is His ministry on earth through the Holy 
Spirit, and part is His Intercessory work in heaven. 











Woman’s Work 





Quo Vadis 


This morning I was talking to a friend and was 
startled when she told me she has set up in her 
room a sort of altar upon which she keeps an open 
Bible and that it is her custom to kneel before this 
altar to pray. 


This friend is a good Christian, member of 
the Presbyterian Church, and has been a full time 
worker in Gospel work, and one whom I would 
not have suspected of using any ‘visual aid” in her 
devotions. We discussed this at some length and I 
said I had for some time felt concern about our 
Presbyterian church members using this form of 
worship, that is, placing a picture of Christ, or of a 
church, etc. upon a table with lighted candles as a 
“visual aid’ in praying to God and that I could 
not agree that it is right to do so, to which she 
replied: “Oh, but this is the modern way of teach- 
ing it, you know?” 


Having spent most of my life in a country domi- 
nated by the Roman Catholic church where the 
people of that faith have ‘‘visual aid” in the shape 
of images and pictures of saints to pray to I can 
see what this “modern method” (which is as old 
as the hills) could lead to. It could lead to idolatry 
and probably would in a short time. God is a Spirit 
and in truth we should approach Him when we 
pray. We are taught in God’s Word that we must 
set our affections cn things above and not on 
things on the earth. (Col. 3:2). When we pray we 
close our eyes and our spirit and our thoughts 
rise toward God, far above the earth and material 
things around us and we forget our physical bodies 
while in spirit we commune with our invisible 
Lord, who though invisible to our carnal mind yet 
seems very near to us. 


Pictures of Christ are being given prominence 
these days . how do we know whether these pic- 
tures are in any way a likeness of our Lord? Are 
they not “man-made” an artist’s conception 
of how Jesus may have looked? Is there any reason 
why such a picture should be hung before a velvet 
curtain and with an “altar’’ below it upon which 
flowers and lighted candles are placed? 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Idolatry is condemned in no uncertain terms in 
God’s Word, as we all very well know. How did 
idol worship begin? It may well have begun by the 
use of “visual aid” in the worship of God. 


Do we need any visual aid when we pray? Could 
not these objects before us soon become so im- 
portant that we might easily put them in first place 
in our minds? Might not the time soon come when 
we would feel we must have an object before us 
to pray to? A crucifix to look upon, a rosary in 
our hands? 


Christian, quo vadis? Where are you going? 
Would you put an object before God? 


Reader, open your Bible at Exodus 20th chapter 
and read: “And God spoke all these words, saying, 
I am the Lord thy God ... Thou shalt have no 


other gods before me Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. Thou Shalt not bow down thyself to them 
nor serve them.” 


In the May number of “The Converted Catho- 
lic” there is an article entitled ‘‘Travelling Madon- 
nas” which begins thus: “‘No one can fail to notice 
the increase of Madonna-worship all over the 
United States. Caravans of travelling Madonnas 
have invaded the cities north, south, east and west 
of the United States and bishops, prelates, nuns 
and priests have been pictured in our newspapers 
kneeling in worship before them.” In the face of 
such a menace should we not try to keep our 
religion pure? —K.H.H. 





“What Ye Shall Speak” 


For many years now, the Women of the Church 
have been thinking about and studying Evangel 
ism. We have had wonderful programs on “Wit 
nessing’”’ that have been of real help and inspira- 
tion to many. We are all convinced that it is the 
most important part of our Church’s program. Yet 
to our dismay, we realize that there must be 
literally hundreds of us—all perfectly good, activ: 
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Cirele members, who have never actually spoken 
to any one else about her soul’s salvation. Yes 
we know it is important, but we shy away from 
the actual “speaking to others,” and hope and 
pray that the minister—or somebody—will do it 
for us. Why is it so hard for us to speak? Why 
are we so tongue-tied about this one thing we 
know to be so vital? We often hear the excuse “I 
just don’t know how,” or “I wouldn’t know what 
to say.”’ Are we sure that the real reason may 
not be that we ourselves, have never had the kind 
yf religious experience that is necessary to produce 
witnessing? How can we look about us at the 
multitudes who are so desperately yearning for a 
better way of life, without feeling a compassionate 
urge to do something about it? 

It is a hard thing to do—this personal witness- 
ing, but it is a “‘must” in every Christian’s life. 
Christ had no other plan to evangelize the world, 
except to rely on His followers to witness for Him. 
Agreeing then that we must, our first question 
might be ‘“‘Where shall I begin?” 


Women are most fortunate in this respect. We 
have a wonderful place to begin—right where we 
are—in our homes, with our own children, with 
the maid in our kitchen, with those who come to 
our back doors through the week, with our next- 
door neighbors. What a natural thing, if our hearts 
are full enough, to allow words of joy and praise 
to flow over into the lives of our every day con- 
tacts! 

We must remember to be very simple in our 
approach to witnessing. We can begin as the early 
Apostles began. Each one, Peter, John and the 
rest, told only of his own experience in Christ. We 
too must say just what is in our heart and what 
we know to be true. We can tell of our own de- 
pendence on God, and of our communion with 
Him—for what woman today has not had rich 
experiences in Prayer? Remembering however, that 
“what we are may speak so loud that others cannot 
hear what we say,” it behooves us as Christian 
women to live lives above reproach, and to point 
others not to ourselves, but always to God. 

We need not continue to add failure to failure 
in this matter of Evangelism. Relying constantly 
on the power of the Holy Spirit—not only to give 
us courage, but to give you in that same 
hour what ye shall speak’’—we must begin at once 
and continue at all times, to witness for Christ by 
ur lives and by our words. 

—Mrs. J. W. Witherspoon. 


We Are About To Be Liberated 


(Excerpts from Letter of Frank W. Price 
Written At Shanghai In April) 





“We are about to be liberated. The ‘turnover’ 
for which we have been’ tensely waiting these 
months will soon take place. It seems incredible 
that so much has happened since I last wrote you, 
but it proves that behind the smokescreen of peace 
negotiations, the Communists have been making 
thorough preparation for a swift crossing of the 
Yangtze River and drive into East and South 
China.” 

Frank had made a week-end trip to Nanking, 
staying in the Embassy with Dr. Leighton Stuart, 
having a full Sunday. Then he adds: “The crisis 
pressed upon Leighton, yet he preached at the 
ommunity Church Easter Services as_ planned, 
to a large congregation of over 200, including 
Ambassadors from several countries and diplo- 
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matic personnel, as well as the usual missionary 
group. Several top government officials had lunch 
with him on Sunday and I had the privilege of 
listening in on important conversations. Also Leigh- 
ton generously gave me time for two good personal 
talks with him from which I learned a great deal.” 


“IT returned from Nanking on Monday, stopping 
over for a visit to our hospital and other work in 
Chinkiang. Within the past two years I have 
been to all of our mission stations south of the 
River.” 

“Charlotte Dunlap and Margaret Wood have 
been doing fine courageous service in Chinkiang. 
I left for Kashing early Wednesday to attend 
meetings of the Hospital and School Boards of 
Managers and returned this morning. Meanwhile 
the Communists have stormed across the Yangtze 
at several points, including Chinkiang and Kiang, 
and Nanking is about to tall... In Shanghai we 
can almost hear the rumblings of underground 
forces which will cooperate with the Communists; 
money is tight and prices are doubling over night. 
We have had to cancel our plans for the trip to 
Hunan for meeting of Hunan Synod.” 


“Missionaries are staying in Nanking, and also 
the foreign Embassies. What we fear is the interim 
of disorder and rioting between the Nationalist 
retreat and Communist occupation. Marion Wilcox 
is in Kiangyin with Katheryne Thompson. The 
Ministers in Soochow, Hudsons and Wilkersons in 
Kashing, Frances Stribling in Hangchow. There 
are several hundred missionaries all together south 
of the Yangtze who will stay at their posts.” 


“We feel calm and ready for whatever comes. 
Our decision has been to stay and we are sure, 
whatever the difficulties ahead, that the decision 
is right . . . The Communists will face tremendous 


probiems south of the River, that is certain. The 
resistance will not be from military quarters, but 
rather in the thinking and life of the South China 
people, who will retuse to be regimented, and in 
the ideas and activities of some Liberal Demo- 
cratic groups, Christian schools, hospitals and serv- 
ice programs will carry on as long as possible.” 
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Mississippi Presbyterial 
Meets 


The Women of Mississippi Presbytery held their 
forty-third annual meeting at the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Natchez, Miss., on April 19-20. 


“My Utmost for His Highest” was the theme of 
the meeting, and each of the special speakers 
spotlighted some phrase of this topic. Principal 
speaker and Bible leader for the occasion was Mrs. 
C. S. Harrington, Houston, Texas, delegate to the 
World Council of Churches meeting in Amsterdam 
last year, who spoke on, “Christians Together.” 
Another featured speaker, Mrs. I, O. Alexander, 
Synodical president, gave a helpful address on 
“That Dependable Woman.” 


On Tuesday night, the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper followed Mrs. Harrington’’s address. 


During the business session, Miss Decimer Rae 
was elected as the new president of the Presby- 
terial. 


Especially enjoyed by the women was a tour 
through several of Natchez’ lovely antebellum 
homes on Wednesday afternoon. 


The delegates left with the challenge of the 
meeting’s goal first in their hearts: “Every Wom- 
an Enlisted for Christ.’ 














“THE GLORY FOREVER 


By Martha Snell Nicholson, Published by Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 
$1.00. This small volume of verse is a record of the 
soul struggles of an invalid who yielded herself to 
God’s will in a time of suffering and bereave- 
ment. The short simple poems glow with triumphant 
knowledge of a Lord Who may be trusted utterly. 
From a literary standpoint, the poems, while flaw- 
lessly written, are somewhat lacking in variety of 
form and originality of expression, but for the 
one who enjoys finding Christian truth in a homely 
setting, they will prove a happiness. —M. H. 


MODERN SCIENCE AND 
CHRISTIAN FAITH 


By Twelve Members of The American Scientific 
Affiliation. Published by Van Kampen Press, 222 
E. Willow, Wheaton, Ill. Price $3.00. 


The twelve chapters in this volume deal with 
the points of contact between the Bible and the 
scientific fields of astronomy, geology, biology, 
chemistry, physics, psychology, mathematics, medi- 
cine, anthropology, and archaeology. Each chapter 
is written by one or more specialists in the fields 
covered. They find no incompatibility between the 
teachings of the Bible and proven facts of science. 


This interesting symposium demonstrates two 
important points. First, that between the obser- 
vations of science and a simple, direct interpre- 
tation of the Bible narrative, there exists a har- 
mony such as would be expected of a Book having 
the same Author as the physical world. Second, 
there are reputable men of science who are con- 


vinced of the inspired nature of the Bible and 
who find in it a stimulating, satisfying, and irre- 
placable contribution to their scientific picture of 
the universe. 


These scientists have no axe to grind, and their 
burning desire is to “assist students in discovering 
the bible and its old gospel of salvation which, 
instead of being outmeded folklore of a past age, 
they know to be tremendously modern in implica- 
tion and application.’”’ 


Although these writers acknowledge that the 
message of the Bible is primarily a spiritual one, yet 
its sweeping scope treating so many subjects in- 
evitably touches upon points of great historical 
and scientific significance. Because of this they 
recognize the fact that many liberals ignore, name- 
ly “if this Book is found untrustworthy in these 
incidental contacts, it would be natural to view the 
spiritual message with suspicion.” 


In a day when many teachers in high schools 
and colleges take a fiendish delight in undermining 
the faith of students we should encourage the 
circulation of a book like this in educational insti- 
tutions, The reading of it will surely help to estab- 
lish young people’s faith in the credibility of the 
Scriptures. —John R. Richardson. 
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The Gospel According To Mark. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $3.50. 


The Gospel According To Luke. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $3.50. 


The Gospel According To John. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $3.50. 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan is primarily known to 
Bible students as an expositor of extraordinary 
ability. He was a genius in ascertaining the mean- 
ing of a text in the light of its context and in 
setting it forth in language intelligible to all and 
applying it to everyday life, 


Some Commentaries are too solid for the aver- 
age Church member. They spend too much time 
in matters interesting to specialists but boring to 
the layman. Dr. Morgan’s Commentaries, or rather 
expositions, will be relished by all who are tired 
of topical sermons, and not trained to follow dis- 
cussions based on Hebrew and Greek. 


These three volumes express the viewpoint of 
evangelical theology. Dr. Morgan has no patience 
with Modernism, Dispensationalism, Legalism or 
Sacramentalism. His clarity of expression, spiritual 
discernment, and illuminating comments which 
made him famous throughout the English-speaking 
world are all found in these three books. His ex- 
pository method should benefit the man in the 
pulpit and his shrewd insights into the meaning 
of passages should hold the attention of the man 
in the pew. —John R. Richardson. 
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“PETER AND THE CHURCH” 


By G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. Published by 


Fleming H. Revell, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y. 


The five chapters in this book deal with the dis- 
closure at Caesaria Philippi and an exposition of 
I Peter 2:9, This book gives a new conception 
of the glory of Christ’s Church and a better under- 
standing of its divine mission in the world. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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“WAS PETER A POPE?” 


By Julius R. Mantey, Ph.D. Published by Moody 


Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price 
$.50. 


The views presented here differ from those pre- 
viously presented by both the advocates and the 
opponents of Sacerdotalism. New, original, and in- 
ductive evidence is set forth. Since this is a con- 
troversial subject, all of our readers will not agree 
with it; but Dr. Mantey’s conclusions will prove 
stimulating to anyone who is interested in this 
subject. 

This Book May Be Ordered From 
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The Holy War. By John Bunyan. Published by 
Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 10, 
Ill. Price $3.50. There seems to be a revival of the 
reading of the religious classics. This is all to the 
good. This is the secret of spiritual health. “The 
Holy War” is not as well known as “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” but since 1682 it has appeared in nearly 
100 different editions. This last edition is most at- 
tractive, and we are thankful to the Moody Press 
for presenting it to the Church at this time. 


The Holy War is the dramatic account of the 
spiritual warfare between God and Satan for the 
“town of Mansoul” which represents not only the 
town in which we live but especially the individual 
soul, It is an encouraging book, as it tells of the 
defeat of Diabolus. It warns us against sin and the 
Evil One. Hear this warning, “Nothing can hurt 
thee but sin; nothing can grieve me but sin; nothing 
can make thee base before thy foes but sin; take 
heed of sin, my Mansoul.” This book will help any 
reader to become more completely Christian. It is 
rich in great ideas expressed in simple language. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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Weaverville ... North Carolina 


Biblical Theology: Old And New Testaments. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. Several 
years ago Dr, Robert K. Rudolph, Professor of 
Biblical Theology in the Reformed Episcopal Semi- 
nary of Philadelphia asked this reviewer if he 
owned Dr. Vos’ lectures on Biblical Theology. We 
replied that we did not know that these lectures 
had been published. Graciously he said, “I have a 
few copies in mimeographed form, and will let you 
have a copy if you want it.” After expressing our 
desire for these lectures, they were mailed to us. 
Ve have esteemed them as a priceless addition to 
our library. They are a veritable gold mine of 
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Biblical thought. They have now been edited by 
the author’s son, Rev. Johannes G. Vos, and pub- 
lished by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. 


Dr. Vos has a penetrating mind, and it is doubt- 
ful if anyone has ever published a more scholarly 
work on this subject. It will certainly rank as one 
of the best in existence. It is especially good on 
the Old Testament. The section on the New Testa- 
ment is brief and fragmentary. For fuller treat- 
ment of New Testament Theology the reader should 
supplement this volume with the author’s “The 
Teaching of Jesus Concerning Jesus and the 
Church,” “The Self-Disclosure of Jesus,” and “The 
Pauline Theology.” 


Most of Dr. Vos’ life was spent in teaching 
Biblical Theology. At the age of 31 he became the 
first occupant of the newly created chair of Biblical 
Theology in Princeton Theological Seminary. Any- 
one who desires a finer acquaintance with the 
history and contents of revelation should own this 
book. Like most Dutch writers, his style is heavy, 
but unless one is afflicted with a lazy mind, he 
will find this work stimulating in the highest sense 
of the term. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Under His Wings.” By O. Hallesby, Ph.D. Pub- 
lished by Augsburg Publishing House, 425 South 
Fourth Street, Minneapolis 15, Minn. Price $1.50. 


“Why I Am A Christian.” By O. Hallesby, Ph.D. 
Published by Augusburg Publishing House, 425 


South Fourth Street, Minneapolis 15, Minn. Price 
$1.59. 


“Conscience.” By O. Hallesby, Ph.D. Published 
by Augsburg Publishing House, 425 South Fourth 
Street, Minneapolis 15, Minn. Price $1.50. 


Dr. Hallesby is professor in the Independent 
Theological Seminary, Oslo, Norway. He is known 
to many English readers through his monograph on 
Prayer. He is recognized as one of the foremost 
preachers and teachers in Northern Europe. 


Under His Wings is written for Christians who 
are troubled by difficulties, and discouraged in 
their struggle against sin. The author expresses 
the hope that his messages will help fainting souls 
to “abide under His wings.’”’ Eleven chapters writ- 


ten in short sentences, and easy-to-read paragraphs 
constitute this book. 


Why I Am a Christian is written for honest 
doubters. It is somewhat autobiographical. The 
author confesses, “‘Ever since I was delivered from 
doubt and translated into a peaceful and happy 
life with God, I have felt indebted to my doubting 
fellow men.” This book represents the author’s ef- 
fort to pay off some of this debt. Dr. Hallesby 
shares his steadfast faith in the Bible with his 
readers in the attractive manner. By so doing, he 
fortifies young Christians against the onslaughts 
of Liberalism. The note of personal experience 
found here will surely encourage many who have 
been entertaining honest doubts, It will help all 
who are engaged in the search for truth. The 


chapter, “From Doubt To Faith,” is especially il- 
luminating. 


Conscience deals with the moral side of the 
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Christian life. It discusses the practical duties of 
everyday life. The author stresses the necessity of 
the moral side of our Christian life keeping pace 
with the religious side. He recognizes the danger 
of the Christian life becoming either dryly intel- 
lectual or unduly emotional, feverish and tense. To 
put it in his own words, the author says, “This 
book would therefore be a bit of practical theology, 
a little volume on the cure of souls, a helping hand 
to folk who experience difficulty with their con- 
science.”” To express it another way, he is seeking 
to produce in Christians a more conscientious type 
of Christianity. 


Christians who have profited by “Prayer” will 
want to place beside it “Under His Wings,” “Why 
I am a Christian,’’ and “Conscience.” 

—John R. Richardson. 


“A PRACTICING FAITH” 


By Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D. Published by Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 


A Practicing Faith is surely a splendid subject 
for a volume of sermons. A continued emphasis 
should be placed upon “doing the Word” as well 
as hearing it. It is difficult to maintain a balance 
in preaching. Some preachers major in the content 
of the faith and others in the practice of it. Both 
emphases are needed to avoid a disproportionate 
presentation of the gospel message. Some preach- 
ers ignore the fact that before one can practice 
the faith he must first of all possess it. The as- 
sumption that all people possess the content of 
the Christian faith is wholly unwarranted on the 
basis of facts. 


The majority of the fifteen sermons published 
in this volume can be warmly commended by this 
reviewer. We are especially glad to point out that 
Dr. Oglesby holds to the view that every sin de- 
serves the “‘wrath and curse of God, both in this 
life and that which is to come.’’ Some liberals do 
not accept this belief. In several of these sermons 
we believe that his exegesis is strained, artificial, 
and not clear-cut. Occasionally, he makes a state- 
ment that is preposterous; such as, affirming that 
H. G. Wells was “usually on the side of the 
angels.’”’ We wonder if he has actually read Wells. 


Fairness to those who read book reviews makes 
it imperative to point out that Dr. Oglesby’s biases 
occasionally come to the surface; one such is found 
in his last sermon called, “Sound Doctrine.’”’ He 
conveys the impression that “sound doctrine” re- 
fers only to Christian ethics. Now, we agree that 
it does have a vital relationship to Christian ethics. 
There is a connection between “sound doctrine” 
and godly living. But ‘‘sound doctrine” includes 
more than Christian ethics. ‘Sound doctrine’ in- 
cludes what man is to believe concerning God, as 
well as the duties God requires of man. “Sound 
doctrine”’ is the gospel which is primarily a message 
to be believed, and only secondarily an ethical 
system (1 Timothy 1:10-11; 11 Timothy 1:10-11-13). 
The Christian faith to Paul was objective as well 
as subjective. It was something that was preached, 
believed; something he propagated and for which 
he was persecuted. It was this message that saved 
the soul. 


The last page of the book (p. 157) emasculates 
the classic passage, Titus 2:15. Dr. Oglesby com- 
pletely ignores the Second Coming of Christ in 
his interpretation and substitutes his own notion 
that cannot be supported on the basis of sound 


exegesis. What he has to say on this passage is 
pathetically inadequate. We expected a better 
statement from him on this subject. 


It is a truism that the best of human efforts 
are not free from imperfections, and we did not 
expect perfection in this book, Still this reviewer 
must express the regret that this volume does not 
measure up to the standards of the same author 
in earlier volumes. We shall be looking forward 
to another volume from his pen that will set forth 
a more balanced presentation of the Christian 
message. —John R. Richardson. 


“WHO SAY YE THAT I AM?” 


William Childs Robinson, Editor. Published by 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. Several years ago Mrs. 
Robert A, Dunn inaugurated the Robert A. Dunn 
Award in Apologetics at Columbia Theological 
Seminary. This award in memory of her distin- 
guished husband was designed to stimulate stu- 
dents in Columbia Theological Seminary to produce 
theses of merit on the Deity of Christ. A number 
of valuable dissertations have been submitted. Dr. 
William Childs Robinson has selected six of the 
best in this group and submitted them to the public. 
Dr. Robinson offers a brilliant introductory chap- 
ter on “The Witness of the Immediate Context.” 
Here he examines the classical passage in which 
Jesus’ question concerning His identity is found 
and the answers given thereto. The title, ‘The 
Son of Man,” is examined in this chapter, and the 
writer believes that “the Son of Man is par excel- 
lence, the Messiah ot heavenly glory. The title, 
the Son of Man, in its implications and its settings 
trembles with all the signiticance of Deity.” 


“The Witness of Matthew” is the subject dis- 
cussed by Williams Childs Robinson, Jr., the son 
of the editor, who is now pastor of Myatt Presby- 
terlan Church, Raleigh, N. C. Mr. Robinson pre- 
sents the testimony to the deity of Christ which is 
contained in the Gospel according to Matthew. In 
this connection, he submits the evidence for the 
validity of the material found in this Gospel. After 
careful study he is persuaded that Matthew gives 
the record of an eyewitness, and this report was 
published during the lifetime of many who had 
seen the events as they transpired and would have 
laughed the story to scorn if it had not been valid. 
Atter a thorough survey of all the material, he 
arrives at this conclusion concerning Christ: “His 
otfice is Messiah; His nature, God. Matthew’s pur- 
pose was to present Jesus as Messiah, but as he 
comes to the end of his account, Matthew forgets 
our Lord’s office and thinks only of His nature: 
Almighty and Eternal God.” 


Albert N. Wells, Assistant to the Pastor of 
Peachtree Road Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, is the author of “The Witness of Mark.” Mr. 
Wells argues that Jesus is divine by virtue of the 
nature of true deity and that He is “Jehovah 
of the Old Testament.’”’ He strongly maintains that 
for any correct knowledge or adequate understand- 
ing of Christ we must accept Him on His own 
terms. “Every attempt to discover a purely hu- 
man Jesus has ended in failure because the in- 
vestigator started out with his own presuppositions 
and specifications determined to make Christ con- 
torm to them.” After surveying all the evidence, 
the author of this chapter reaches the same con- 
clusion that has been confirmed by the Christian 
Church, the Christian centuries, the lives and testi 
monies of millions of believers that Jesus Christ 
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is Lord and God. One of the strongest sections of 
this chapter is the convincing evidence submitted 
to confirm the proposition that Jesus Christ is 
the “incarnate Jehovah Himself tabernacling for a 
time with us.” 


“The witness of Luke” by Professor George A. 
Anderson, Professor of Bible, Presbyterian Col- 
lege, Clinton. S. C., considers the facts for the 
deity of Christ as given in the Book of Luke and 
in Acts. One of the most helpful parts of this 
thesis is the careful examination of the various 
titles applied to Christ in Luke-Acts. The study 
of the evidence and the writings of Luke reveal 
that “the names and titles ascribed to Christ declare 
His deity; His words show His consciousness of 
oneness with the Father: His works done in His 
own name demonstrate that He is the Lord of 
nature. human nature. demons. and death: the 
miraculous and sinless life of our Lord shows that 
He cannot be mere man... The writings of Luke 
are vroved to be historical documents of the high- 
est degree of accuracy. We are convinced that thev 
are insnired of God and that He whom they hail 
as the Saviour is indeed the Christ of God.” 


One of the most interesting of these theses is 
“The Witness of John.” by Rev. George Scotchmer. 
pastor of the First Presbvterian Church. Winder. 
Georgia. He comes to a firm conviction that all 
of the evidenee found in the Gospel according to 
John is “sufficient to cause us to prostrate our- 
selves at the feet of our now ascended Saviour and 
cry with Thomas “My Lord and My God.” 


“The Witness of Paul: Christ, the Lord” is the 
title of the next thesis written by James M. Robin- 
son. another son of the editor, who is at present a 
student at Princeton Theological Seminarv. Mr 
Robinson confines his study to the portion of 
Paul’s Christology which may be discovered from 
his usage of the term, “the Lord.” a term by which 
he ordinarily means Christ. He examines five 
groups of passages, each of which reveals a facet 
in Paul’s Christology. This is one of the finest 
pieces of work in this volume. On the basis of five 
groups of passages where the term, “Lord,” in 
Paul’s writings refer to Christ, Mr. Robinson feels 
that the deity of Christ has been firmly and com- 
pletely established. 


The concluding thesis is by Rev. Preson P. Phil- 
lips, Jr.. Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church. Florence. S. C. This thesis is entitled, 
“The Witness of Paul and the Call to Faith.” Al- 
though this chapter shows remarkable scholarship, 
it is set forth in a manner that will appeal to lay- 
men. Following the presentation of the abundant 
evidence that we have for the deity of Christ, Mr. 
Phillips raises this question: “‘In view of this 
great mass of evidence, how can any fair-minded 
person rise up and say, as do the Unitarians and 
Modernists. that Christ was not Deity, or that He 
did not claim Deity?’ Paul answers this question 
in words that cannot be misunderstood, ‘No man 
can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit.’ Here 
Paul declares that only by the spiritual insight 
which the Holy Spirit gives as He regenerates a 
soul can that soul form a true judgment of the 
Deity of Christ. No one recognizes Christ as Lord 
and as his Lord unless he has been born again. 
The historical Christ cannot be understood or 
appreciated apart from an experience of Him in 
one’s life .. . Hence one, however learned, who has 
not experienced that miracle called the new birth 
cannot write adequately on Christ and Christianity, 


for he does not have access to great areas of perti- 
nent facts ... Men are continually asking why it 
is that many great scholars and scientists reject 
the Deity of Christ. The answer is that they have 
never met the conditions for knowing the living 
Christ. The intellectual giant may be a spiritual 
imbecile, for Paul declares that Christ is spiritually 
discerned and spiritually appropriated only through 
the new birth.” 


This is indeed a remarkable book in many ways. 
It is unusual to find a group of young men with 
the breadth of scholarship and the spiritual ma- 
turity displayed on these pages. We would like 
to suggest that this book be used in young people’s 
conferences, fellowship forums, and young adult 
Bible classes, It should also be highly suggestive to 
any pastor who desires to preach a series of edify- 
ing sermons on this transcendent theme. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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If You Are Too Busy 
for Daily Devotions 
You are too busy 


Alone, or within your family circle, 
give some time each day to Bible 
reading, prayer and meditation. 
THE UPPER ROOM, the world’s 
most widely used devotional guide, 
will help you. 


Published Bi-monthly. Individual subscrip- 
tions, two years to one address or two 
one-year subscriptions, $1.00. Ten or 
more copies of one issue to one address, 
5 cents per copy. Order from 


THE UPPER ROOM 


1908 Grand Ave. Nashville 4, Tenn, 
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chintz draperies and slip covers, wedding and 
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FOOTER’S 
Cleaners & Dyers Since 1870 
223 West Mulberry St. Baltimore (1) Marviand 














THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


June 1, 1949 





COOOL SP IPOP LS 


Church News 


The General Assembly’s 
Training School 


Rev. John A. Redhead and Rev. James A. Jones 
will be the commencement speakers for the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Training School on May 22 and 
23, as announced today by President Henry Wade 
DuBose. 


Dr. Redhead, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Greensboro, N. C., will give the bac- 
calureate sermon on Sunday, and Dr. Jones will 
deliver the commencement address to a graduating 
class of about fifty students. 


Dr. Redhead, a native of Mississippi, took his 
bachelor’s degree at Southwestern and attended 
Union Theological Seminary of this city. He held 
pastorates in Farmville, Va., Tampa, Fla., and 
Charlotte, N. C., prior to coming to Greensboro. 


Dr. Jones, pastor of the Myers Park Presby- 
terian Church of Charlotte, N. C., was born in 
Laurinburg, N. C., and took his bachelor’s degree 
at Davidson College. He attended Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and took post graduate work in 
Edinburgh. After a brief pastorate in Henderson, 
N. C, he was called to the Myers Park Church 
where he has served since 1939. Dr. Jones is a 
member of the board of trustees of the Assembly’s 
Training School. 





Presbyterian Radio Committee 


Receipts 


1948-49 - Total Receipts 


$41,289.49 
1947-48 - Total Receipts 


31,316.49 


Increase $ 9,973.00 





Presbytery Of Paris 


The Presbytery of Paris met in Longview, Tex., 
April 19-20, 1949. Present: 23 ministers and 27 
ruling elders. 


Officers: Ruling Elder Preston, Moderator, and 
of First Presbyterian Church, Henderson, Tex; Rev. 
T. Frank George, Temporary Clerk. 


Received: Rev. Stuart H. Salmon, from Columbia 
Presbytery, to become Director of Presbytery’s 
Work for Paris Presbytery, and to reside in Mount 
Pleasant, Tex.; Rev. M. L. Baker, from Western 
Texas Presbytery, to become Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Commerce, Tex. 


Candidate: Mr. Claude M. Cluney, of the First 
Church of Commerce, was received under the care 
of the Presbytery as a Candidate for the Gospel 
Ministry. 


Answers to Assembly’s Recommendation: Amend- 
ment to Paragraph 163, B. of C. O., approved. 


The next stated meeting will be held at First 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, Tex., on Tuesday, 
September 20, 1949, at 11:00 A.M. 
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DOES GOD ANSWER 
PRAYER? 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


“We recommend a study of this book. It not 
only instructs. It enlarges the vision of the 
one who reads it. Here is Scriptural truth, 
reality and purpose forged into everyday liv- 
ing.”’ —Christian Observer. 


PRICE $1.00 POSTPAID 


Sent free with two new yearly subscriptions 
for The Southern Presbyterian Journal at 
$1.50 each. 


Will send the book together with one new 
subscription for $2.00 total. 


Will send the book together with one renewal 
subscription for $2.25. 


——_.@—_—__— 


Send All Orders To 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Eau Claire Presbyterian Church 
Columbia, S. C. 


Rev. Cecil Thompson, Professor of Evangelism 
and Country Church, led Special Services in the 
Eau Claire Presbyterian Church, Columbia, S. C., 
March 20-27, preaching practical, doctrinal ser- 
mons each evening. The week was marked by an 
especial interest on the part of children and young 
people and a very unusual interest on the part of 
the church membership. There were 24 decisions 
for church membership during the week, 20 of 
these being on profession of faith. Those who have 
been members of this Church over a long period of 
time state that these were the best services ever 
held in this Church, and the results of this series 
will be far-reaching. 





Foreign Mission Receipts 


Apr. 1 to Apr. 30, 1948 
Apr. 1 to Apr. 30, 1949 . 


near eee ae .... $95,956.93 
53 546.47 


Decrease $42,410.46 
Program Of Progress 


Apr. 1 to Apr. 30, 1949 $34,032.76 
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Harvey E. Walters Appointed 


Harvey H. Walters, who has been appointed 
assistant in charge of adult work and Christian 
family life in the department of men’s work on 
the religious education staff of the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, with offices in Richmond, Va. 
Mr. Walters, a layman, has been serving as per- 
sonnel director in the business department of this 
Executive Committee the last year. He is a native 
of Little Rock, Ark. 





Farewell - My Son 
A LAMENT 
By George E. Barksdale 


O, you have journeyed far, my son 
Over desert, plain and sea 

To stay your country’s foe. 

You’ve known the pangs of hunger 
The chill of cold and rain 

To feel the battle’s scorching flame 
Through bitter toil and pain. 


To come at last to peaceful days, 

No more to hear the bugle’s blast 

Nor sound of last tattoo. 

For, now you’ve trod at last 

The way that saints have gone, 

To take your lone and solitary way; 

Down to the dark, and narrow house, 
Until God’s Day. 

Farewell, my son, Farewell. 


Executive Committee Of Foreign 
Missions Elects Cumming As 
Educational Secretary 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
takes pleasure in announcing to the Church that 
the Rev. D. J, Cumming, D.D., our missionary to 
Korea, has been elected Educational Secretary and 
has assumed his duties in this capacity. 


Dr. Cumming is well known throughout our 
Church for his outstanding work as a member of 
our Korean Mission. He entered missionary serv- 
ice in 1918 and has continued up to the present 
time in active leadership in the work in Korea. He 
was a member of the important survey team which 
was sent to Korea immediately after the war to 
assess the situation and to formulate plans for the 
rehabilitation and development of our work in that 
country. 


The new Educational Secretary is an A.B. grad- 
uate of Kentucky Wesleyan College, where he re- 
ceived his degree in 1912. He took his theological 
work at the Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Di- 
vinity in 1916. His Master of Arts in Education 
was conferred by Columbia University after he 
had spent a year in post-graduate study there. 


With his broad knowledge of missions through 
his experience on the field, and with his special 
endowments for the work to which he has been 
called, Dr. Cumming undertakes his new responsi- 
bilities with a high degree of fitness for the task 
and with every promise of unusual effectiveness. 


In 1934 Dr. Cumming was married to Miss Annie 
Shannon Preston, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. F. 
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Preston, veteran missionaries in Korea. Thus Mrs. 
Cumming possesses, as does her husband, the ad- 
vantage of missionary experience and background, 
assets that enhance her competence as counselor 
and helpmeet in the tasks that Dr. Cumming has 
assumed. 

We delight in presenting Dr. and Mrs. Cumming 
as our new colleagues in the Foreign Mission Of- 
fice, and bespeak for them the support, co-operation 
and prayers of all our constituency. 





Dr. Holmes Rolston Becomes 
Editor-In-Chief 


On June 1. Rev. Holmes Rolston, D.D., will 
begin his work as Editor in Chief of the Presby- 
terian Committee of Religious Education and Pub- 
lication, with special responsibility for teaching 
and program materials. He succeeds Dr. John L. 
Fairly who, on May 1, became Director of Edu- 
cational Program. 

Dr. Rolston is by birth a Virginian, a son of the 
manse, and a member of a family which has 
rendered distinguished service to the Church. The 
new editor is well equipped for the task to which 
he has been called. He attended Washington and 
Lee University and Union Theological Seminary, 
securing from these institutions the degrees of 
B.A., B.D., Th.M., and Th.D. After graduating 
from the Seminary he did graduate work at the 
University of Edinburgh. In 1940 Washington and 
Lee University awarded him the honorary degree 
of doctor of divinity. For thirteen years he has 
prepared the material for the Adult Uniform 
Lessons and until a short time ago, the adult 
teaching helps which were published in the Earnest 
Worker. He served as a member of the group which 
worked out a plan for the co-operation of our 
Church with the United Presbyterian Church and 
the Reformed Church of North America in the 
production of Uniform Lesson materials. Also, at 
various times, he has served on the Uniform Lesson 
Committee. 

Dr. Rolston comes to this position direct from 
the pastorate, serving for the past seven years the 
West End Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C. 
Previous to this pastorate in Charlotte, he was 
pastor of the Bethesda Presbyterian Church in 
Lexington Presbytery. 


Charles Hay Morton 


Charles Hay Horton, age 72, died at his home in 
Kirkwood, Mo., on May 7 1949. He was Stated 
Supply of the Des Peres Presbyterian Church in 
St. Louis County and Temporary Supply of the 
Dardenne Presbyterian Church in St. Charles 
County. He was a native of Winchester, Kentucky, 
and an alumnus of Princeton University, Class of 
1899. He studied at Princeton Theological Seminary 
and was a graduate of Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, Class of 1902. He was ordained by 
Lafayette (Synod of Missouri), September 30, 
1902. He is survived by his wife and two daughters. 





The Society Of Missionary Inquiry 
Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur 


Georgia 

Two years ago the Society of Missionary In- 
quiry raised $160 for missions. Last year this 
amount was increased to $1,281.00. This year 
pledges from the Faculty and Students were ac- 
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cepted at the beginning of the school year amount- 
ing to $1,602.00. At the close of the year 
amount paid was $1,706.88. In addition to th 
amount the Society has contributed money for the 
purchase of bicycles for Mr. G. Y. Fan, Chinesé 
tudent at the seminary, which will be used 
the work of the church in China. These contri- 
butions bring the total to $2,036.88 given 
missions by the society this year. Officers were: 


Albert N. Wells, President, 

Fred Z. Woodward, Vice-President, 
J. Eade Anderson Secretary, 
Robert Morrison, Treasurer. 


Major disbursements were: 
To Foreign Missions 
To Home Missions 
To the Negro Work 
To the Church in France .. 
To Robinson Mem. Presb. 
To the G. Y. Fan Bicycle Fund 

J. Eade Anderson, Secretary 





